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or ability to tolerate, to be patient and 
fair to those whose opinions and prac-
tices differ from yours, to be able to 
endure disagreeable circumstances and 
to be broadminded. It is of special 
importance in a country like Australia 
where our history has always contained 
the words ‘a fair go’.

Consider some of the following 
sayings: 

 R Since others have to tolerate my weak-
nesses it is only fair that I should toler-
ate theirs (William White);

 R It is easy to be tolerant of the principles 
of other people if you have none of your 
own (Herbert Samuel);

 R No man is so charitable that he ever 
becomes bankrupt making allowances 
for others (Unknown).

Christmas is too important a festival to 
allow it to be spoiled by intolerance and 
poor behaviour and attitude. It is a time  
of generous goodwill and joy to be cele-
brated as you like and to say the simple 
words of ‘I wish you a happy and merry 
Christmas and peace to everyone.’

It’s that time again 
It was all sparkle in the toy department of the big city store. There was 
cheerful noise, balloons, streamers, pine trees, busy elves and in a special 
area sat a kindly old man with a full beard surrounded by children with 
wide eyes and happy, expectant faces in this special wonderland. 

This was the scene of a traditional 
Christmas season with a young 
child sitting on the knee of the 
man dressed in red and white 

robes and whispering into his ear.

In most parts of the world it is known 
as Yuletide but in Australia we call it 
Christmas despite its origins being 
mostly lost as we farewell this year and 
look forward to good and much better 
times in the coming 21st century.

Australia, like many other parts of 
the world, has had to suffer hardships 
and distress with drought, bushfires, 
floods and sweeping disease. We have 
watched jobs disappear, battled through 
times of despair but have still managed 
a smile at the end of this period.

Yuletide is a pre-Christian custom 
that celebrated the depths of a European 
winter and the promise of a return to 
warmer, lighter and happier days. 
However, in Australia we look forward 
to our mid-summer holidays, visits to 
the beach and joyful family reunions.

But some people are not happy with 
the celebrations and try to deny the 

By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAMEditorial

...our history has 
always contained 

the words ‘a fair go’.

Christmas spirit; however, Christmas  
is a festival for all to enjoy – a time of 
generous goodwill and joy. Because 
suddenly it is December and all of the 
problems of 2022 are behind us and a 
New Year is on the horizon.

So it is time to give a big thank you to 
all those people who have brightened the 
world with friendship, laughter, affection 
and happy memories. Especially to those 
who need caring, those who have family 
or financial problems and those who 
need friends.

And we can also add to their enjoy-
ment by making better use of the word 
‘tolerance’. It has many explanations in 
a dictionary – forbearance, a willingness 

The Editorial Committee wishes to thank everyone for 
their support over the past 12 months. In particular we 
wish to thank those who have contributed articles for 
inclusion in the magazine. We also take this opportunity 
to wish you and your family a healthy and happy Christmas 
and hope the New Year brings prosperity and peace.



Editorial By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM

It’s easy to be nice  

I’m referring to words and actions 
which do not occur as frequently 
today and which still rankle by their 
absence.

You remember them – grace, 
manners, civility, courtesy.

For example, grace is something you 
would think of as belonging to an older 
era, when people were automatically 
polite, when you wrote letters by hand, 
ladies and gentlemen were easily recog-
nised, being kind and a willingness to 
help others.

Manners of course were automatic 
with respect given to elders, not inter-
rupting when someone else was talking, 
thanking people for gifts or assistance, 
giving up your seat in the tram or bus 
and even holding the door open.

These actions could also be consist-
ent with the words ‘courtesy’ and ‘civil-
ity’ which was part of the era when 
children were taught what was consid-
ered the correct thing to do.

 People say to me that the world has 
progressed since then and we must 
adjust to modern times and methods. 
But I wonder whether we should.

We don’t listen anymore and it is 
becoming an endangered skill. We talk 
to, or at, each other but not with each 
other; that’s when there is a break in the 
mobile 

As a youngster, my parents taught me many habits which still 
persisted as I got older but which now seem to be part of today’s 
modern ‘it’s old fashioned, throw it away’ system.
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As Freemasons,  
we are taught  

to be civil, to help  
and to become  
better people,  

to give aid and  
support to our 
community...

Quarterly communication

After the official opening, the 
Grand Master, MW Bro Lesley 
Hicks asked the brethren to 
join him in a minute’s silence 

to reflect on the life and service of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and to rec-
ognise the wonderful support that she 
and the Royal Family have given to 
Freemasonry.

‘Thank you Brethren. May Queen 
Elizabeth II rest in eternal peace. God 
save the King,’ he said before beginning 
his address to the meeting.

‘I thank you for attending our 
September communication. Of course,  
I welcome our Past Grand Masters and  
I thank them for their continued and 
much appreciated guidance and support.

Freemasons from Sydney and other areas were either present or attending over the 
internet in country centres as Grand Lodge held its September Quarterly Communication 
and Re-Installation night at the Sydney Masonic Centre. 

‘I am also excited to announce that 
we will be consecrating a new lodge  
at Port Stephens on 5 November.  
Lodge Myall 1058 will make its home  
at the Tea Gardens Masonic Centre and 
operate as one of two daylight lodges in 
the Newcastle/Hunter Valley area. With 
two other possible consecrations in our 
jurisdiction also being considered, these 
are exciting times.

‘This year has been particularly 
hectic, but we are kicking goals. We 
were able to offer support to many 
lodges and were also able to give some 
of our time to supporting our Royal Arch 
cousins, the Supreme Council of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, the 
Order of the Secret Monitor, the Royal 
Order of Scotland and the Order of the 
Eastern Star.

‘We attended the Queensland Grand 
Installation, and were thrilled to attend 
meetings at Lodge Oorana 1053, Lodge 
Jose Rizal 1045, Lodge Novacastria 765, 
City of Newcastle Lodge 170, Lodge 
Namoi 207 and Wallis Plains 4. We had 
Centenary events at Lodge Morning Star 
410, and Lodge Weston-Kurri Kurri 253, 
and combined that with a fundraiser at 
Parliament House driven by the brethren 
of The Cedars Lodge 1041 who raised 
over $22,000 for the Grand Master’s 
Disaster Relief Appeal, and it is clear that 
the entire jurisdiction is working incredi-
bly hard to put the COVID past behind us.

‘Your leadership team are also doing 
all they can to see that all lodges return 
to normal operation as soon as practical. 

‘I also welcome our Entered 
Apprentices, Fellowcrafts, Worshipful 
Masters and Lodge Secretaries who are 
here tonight and to those here by way of 
our live streaming facility, thank you for 
being with us.

‘I particularly give welcome to VW 
Bro Hermino Ubana who is visiting us 
from the Grand Lodge of the Philippines. 
Welcome Hermino and please take our 
good wishes back to your Grand Lodge.

‘We are about to move into a very 
busy period for Freemasonry in this 
jurisdiction. Over the past year we have 
been able to move out of the Covid 
pandemic slowly and methodically and 
are now starting to see the rewards of 
patience and perseverance.

‘Last month saw an encouraging 
number of initiates join the Craft and 
most lodges are doing degree work on  
a regular basis. This bodes well for the 
future and the extra work we are doing 
inside the lodge room is also good for us 
as masons. It allows us to keep on top of 
our ritual work, making the new candi-
dates’ entry to the Craft a very special 
event. Remember there is help and 
support available from our ceremonial 
and demonstration teams; if you would 
like to organise a training day, you only 
need to ask.

‘Brethren, the Representative sheet is 
busy, we have had more than 70 appoint-
ments over the past 3 months, and I 
thank everyone who has helped us to 
provide support and assistance through-
out the jurisdiction.

SEPTEMBER  
COMMUNICATION

OUR NEXT
COMMUNICATION 
The next Grand Lodge Quarterly 
Communication and dinner will  
be held at the Sydney Masonic 

Centre on WEDNESDAY  
14 December 2022 at 7:30pm.

The Communication is open  
to all members of Grand Lodge,  

which includes all Master Masons. 
Other brethren are invited to 

attend as observers.

By MW Bro Les Hicks, Grand Master

December 20224  Humility – Kindness – Generosity  Freemason
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It’s easy to be nice  
As a youngster, my parents taught me many habits which still 
persisted as I got older but which now seem to be part of today’s 
modern ‘it’s old fashioned, throw it away’ system.

I’m referring to words and actions 
which do not occur as frequently 
today and which still rankle by their 
absence.

You remember them – grace, 
manners, civility, courtesy.

For example, grace is something you 
would think of as belonging to an older 
era, when people were automatically 
polite, when you wrote letters by hand, 
ladies and gentlemen were easily recog-
nised, being kind and a willingness to 
help others.

Manners of course were automatic 
with respect given to elders, not inter-
rupting when someone else was talking, 
thanking people for gifts or assistance, 
giving up your seat in the tram or bus 
and even holding the door open.

These actions could also be consist-
ent with the words ‘courtesy’ and ‘civil-
ity’ which was part of the era when 
children were taught what was consid-
ered the correct thing to do.

 People say to me that the world has 
progressed since then and we must 
adjust to modern times and methods. 
But I wonder whether we should.

We don’t listen anymore and it is 
becoming an endangered skill. We talk 
to, or at, each other but not with each 
other; that’s when there is a break in the 
mobile 
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I congratulate our Ceremonial Team, the 
Grand Secretariat and all our boards and 
committees for the incredible work they 
are doing in the background to support 
us as we make every effort to return to 
normal business.

‘I also thank all those that have given 
so generously to the Grand Master’s 
Disaster Relief Appeal which will  
close on 1 December. Over the past few 
months, we have been able to identify 
some very worthwhile charities that really 
will benefit from our support. Those bene-
ficiaries range from Hot Meal Centres, to 
mental health providers, trauma therapy 
groups and others. We will begin to 
release funds to these recipients over the 
next few weeks and be assured the funds 
will go to where they are needed.

‘There is no doubt that times are 
tough, and for us to have given so gener-
ously during the current climate just goes 
to show the level of compassion that  
we as masons have for our fellow man.  
I thank you all for your amazing support.

‘Brethren, tonight we invest our 
officers for the 2022/2023 masonic year, 
and as I have said before, jobs or posi-
tions may change but the lasting impact 
of a job well done must never be taken 
for granted.

‘I send my heartfelt thanks to all 
those that have stood up and served this 
Grand Lodge and our jurisdiction with 
such dedication and distinction over the 
past 12 months and I particularly thank 
and recognise our Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, the Ceremonial Team and, 
our Senior and Junior Grand Wardens 
who have been out there representing 
and supporting this Grand Lodge during 
the past twelve months.

‘To all those that are moving on or 
changing office, I thank you, and I look 
forward to our continued association as 
we move forward into a bright future for 
this jurisdiction. You can be proud that 
your contribution has had an important 
and lasting impact on the future of our 
wonderful Craft.

‘To our Deputy Grand Master who will 
now take up position as Chairman of the 
Board of Management and thus gain 
important experience on the operational 
side of this Grand Lodge, I say thank you 
for all that you are doing to ensure that 

this jurisdiction continues to lead the 
way as we position ourselves to take on 
all that the future throws at us.

‘Brethren, to have “lived respected, 
and died regretted”, is the ultimate aim 
of all Freemasons. It is always sad when 
the Grand Master is called upon to 
announce the passing of a brother to 
the Grand Lodge above, and it is impor-
tant to acknowledge special service 
given by such brethren.

‘Tonight, I ask that we remember  
the outstanding service made by  
RW Bro Kevin Joseph Mortimer, Past 
Deputy Grand Master, who passed to  
the Grand Lodge above on 26 June  
2022. Kevin was initiated in Lodge 
Warrumbungle’s No 277 on 4 April 
1959, passed on 14 May 1959 and 
Raised on 4 July in that same year.  
Over the years Kevin was also a member 
of Lodge of Peace 120, Lodge Narromine 
236, Lodge Unity 6, Lodge Trangie 377 
and the New England Lodge 1023.

‘RW Bro Mortimer served as WM  
in 1964, 1975, 1977, 1989, 1990, 1992,  
and in 2001. He was Lodge Secretary 
from 2003 till 2019, and Lodge Treasurer 
in 2006.

‘He served this Grand Lodge as 
District Grand Inspector of Workings  
for the 1978 to 1980 term, conferred  
the rank of Past Junior Grand Warden  
in 1996, Past Assistant Grand Master in 
2005 and Past Deputy Grand Master in 
2022. Kevin received his 40 year service 
certificate and jewel in 1999, his 50 year 
certificate and jewel in 2009 and his 60 
year jewel and certificate in 2019.

‘We also remember the wonderful 
contribution made by RW Brother Neil 
Anthony Mewett, who passed to the 
Grand Lodge above on 26 July 2022. 
Neil was initiated on 4 January 1969, 
passed on 1 March 1969 and Raised  
on 7 June 1969.

‘RW Bro Mewett served this Grand 
Lodge as District Grand Inspector of 
Workings for the 1996 to 1998 term, 
was an accomplished organist and was 
conferred the rank of Past Junior Grand 
Warden on the 10th of September 2008, 
and Past Senior Grand Warden on the 
10th of March 2021.

‘Brethren; RW Bros Kevin Mortimer 
and Neil Mewett will be sorely missed.

‘And finally, brethren, I urge you to 
continue to work together as masons, 
work with… Humility, Kindness and 
Generosity and above all, please look 
after yourselves, your family, your com-
munity, and your friends.’

The meeting then continued with 
adoption of the reports from the 
Executive Council, the Board of 
Management, Grand Charity and  
the College of Masonic Studies.

The Grand Registrar, RW Bro Whitby, 
PDGM, introduced a Notice of Motion to 
be put to the December Grand Commun-
ication proposing changes to the Book of 
Constitutions including a recommenda-
tion which states that commencing with 
the election of the Grand Master to be 
held in 2024, a Grand Master may serve a 
period of three consecutive years without 
the need for further nomination, re-elec-
tion or ballot.
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Have charter, will travel!

Then Lodge Highway 837 is for you! We hold meetings bimonthly 
in addition to regular social rides, including some weekend/
overnight trips. Masons that don’t ride are welcome too! 

Do you love Motorcycles? 
Do you enjoy travelling? 
Do you want to visit other lodges or 
tyle your own lodge all over NSW?

SEE WHAT’S ON

for our next meeting!

Interested? Contact VW Bro Basil Freedman on 0417 880 991 or email basil@archerpress.net

mailto:basil%40archerpress.net?subject=
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Improving fitness By MW Bro Dr G. Levenston PGM & Dr J. Skowno

Exercise when  
you’re older

If Covid has taught us anything about 
Freemasonry, it has shown the impor-
tance of our twin pillars of positivity 
and connectedness, both inherently 

supporting the premise of the topic.

So let’s take that first regular step on 
our exercise journey.

Back in 2008, Freemasonry, led by 
this Jurisdiction, actually ran a national 
men’s health program, for 3 years, 
engaging with more than 500,000 
Australians establishing basic founda-
tions for better health. The messaging 
was simple and has continued to reso-
nate today, most of the current ‘heavy 
lifting’ promoted by the Freemasons’ 
Foundation for Men’s Health coming 
out of Adelaide University. The message 
is for the able and disabled.

And let us remind ourselves of those 
messages:

1. ‘Pink slip’ your health annually. Find 
a user friendly GP.

2. Know your ‘numbers’, such as height, 
weight, body mass index (BMI), pulse 
rate, blood pressure, up-to-date blood 
and urine tests checking on such 
specifics as blood count, serum iron, 
lipid profile (fasting), blood sugar 
level (fasting), a look at liver and 

What an interesting and intriguing topic for an organization with such a top heavy and 
aging demographic. It deserves to be fully understood and options explored before we 
draw any conclusions.

 R  Social age
 R  Legal age
 R  Functional age

What is chronological age verses 
biological age?

 R Chronological age is your exact 
age from birth.

 R Biological age is determined by 
physiology rather than chronology 
and Functional age is in terms of 
functional performance.

With your annual ‘pink slip’ you  
will be able to determine what level of 
functional performance you can safely 
achieve. Everyone is different and 
unique but exercising with a peer group 
is important.

There are many benefits to exercising 
and let us focus on the major ones.

1. Direct benefits in the brain:
 R Stimulates growth of new  

blood vessels
 R Reduces insulin resistance
 R Reduces inflammation
 R Stimulates growth factor

2. Indirect benefits for the brain:
 R Improves sleep, mood and self 

esteem

kidney function, Vitamin D, prostate 
specific antigen (PSA), and if you 
insist, a colonoscopy, a bone density 
test and an exercise ECG. While you 
are at it, get your eyes and ears 
checked too. It would be useful to 
have a look at your diet as well.

3. Review your polypharmacy.

4. Invest in your greatest asset (your 
health).

5. And remember, research has shown 
that it is important for seniors to get 
all four types of exercise – endurance, 
strength, balance and flexibility.

So let us look at some definitions.

 R Exercise – any movement that makes 
your muscles work, and requires your 
body to burn calories. The Government 
recommendation is for 150 minutes of 
moderate intensity activity a week 
spread evenly over 4–5 days per week. 
For the over 65s at least two sessions a 
week that strengthen muscles.

 R Ageing – ageing is a pattern of life 
changes that occurs as you grow older.

It is a collective process at a number 
of levels including:

 R  Biological age
 R  Psychological age
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So, take that first step and enjoy the 
journey of your body and mind.

In conclusion, in a masonic sense, be 
positive and connect with life.

References:
GP’s, Physio, Dietician, Personal 
Trainers, family and friends’ support, 
NSW Government Step Program 
Local Council eg walking groups, 
gardening groups etc
Freemason’s Foundation for Men’s 
Health: www.fcmhw.org.au 
Local parks, streets, swimming pools
NSW ‘Active & Healthy’ website, 
apply for a printed copy of Staying 
Active and on your Feet booklet
‘WHO’ guidelines for better health
International Exercise Recommendations 
for Older Adults (ICFSR) Springer Link
‘BEAT IT’ program
PHN, Sydney North Health Network, 
health, aging and reconditioning
Fitness Australia – ausactive.org.au

 R Increases release of endorphins
 R Reduces anxiety and stress
 R Improves memory and thinking 

ability

3. Cardiovascular benefits of aerobic 
exercise:

 R Increases cardiovascular capacity 
and can reduce the risk of sudden 
cardiac arrest

 R Reduces blood pressure
 R Consequently reducing the risk  

of stroke and vascular dementia

4. Exercise and strength training can 
reduce the development and conse-
quences of chronic diseases such as:

 R Diabetes
 R Asthma
 R Cancer
 R Hypertension
 R Cardiovascular disease
 R Osteoarthritis
 R Osteoporosis
 R Better balance and reducing  

‘falls’ risk

5. General health benefits:
 R Increase in mobility
 R Reduction in weight
 R Increase in energy levels
 R Elevation of mood
 R Improvement in the capacity of 

your immune system (think Covid)
 R Improvement in your sex life

So let’s begin; the good news is it’s 
never too late to START. Change comes 
slowly. Let’s be positive and let’s con-
sider the type of exercise and how  
much exercise.

Type of Exercises
 R Stand/Sit/Stand

 R Warm up/Stretching/Warm down

 R Aerobics/Static bike/Treadmill/
Weights

 R Walking up to brisk walking. 
Remember to specifically exercise your 
feet for balance and proprioception.

 R Outdoor bike

 R Swimming / Water aerobics

 R Pilates

 R Yoga

 R Join a gym

 R Exercise solo or with a group

Make exercise fun  
and worthwhile
Remember to monitor your blood  
pressure and pulse rate. Progress safely.

Track your ‘numbers’. At the beginning 
you should max out with a pulse rate of 
no more than 120 beats per minute.

Examples of exercise intensity
 R Light – slow walking, household 

chores, washing dishes, cooking

 R Moderate – brisk walking, mowing 
lawn, vacuuming

 R Vigorous – jogging, carrying heavy 
loads, digging in garden

 R NB – sitting down doing nothing  
for more than nine hours per day is 
associated with higher risk of death

Exercise, across all people and age 
groups, as medicine, WORKS.
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From the Grand Chaplain

Giving is great
‘Glory to God in the highest, peace and goodwill towards 
men.’ The Christmas message is familiar to all of us. It has 
become a yearly formula which introduces the Festive 
Season but the tragedy is that the sentiments are not 
always honoured.

This results in an attitude of 
cynicism and the Christmas 
spirit becomes suspect as just 
another gimmick in the fields 

of advertising or marketing, or cited as 
evidence that greed and acquisition are 
the qualities that we really teach.

We have always had our ‘Scrooges’ 
and people who use the time as an 
opportunity to ridicule the period and 
people who take part in it. Christmas 
does not need to be vindicated for its 
true observance. 

To the outside world Masonry is 
judged by the character of those who  
are known to be masons and the work 
carried out by them in both Masonry 
and the outside world. Each brother is a 
builder and at the same time part of the 
building erected to the glory of God so 
only good work is expected and sought.

Our world is again about to enter a 
new era in which the ethical and moral 
codes require rebuilding and no other 
institution offers a more solid ground 
for rebuilding than does Freemasonry.

To achieve the objective of friendship, 
loyalty, love and brotherhood is so very 
essential that it cannot be too strongly 
stressed that these forces must be 
cultivated. 

A common fallacy has been to look to 
Christmas merely as a fantasy of getting 
together and indulging. If this was true 
then what we look forward to and cele-
brate would be doomed to become trivial 
and meaningless.

 Masonry asks every member to live 
according to the sacred truths taught 
within its portals and to make the temple 
of humanity such that it will become a 
reality rather than idealistic conception.

Masons very early learn that Charity 
is something blessed – ‘blessing him 
that gives and him that takes’.

To think of Christmas is to look 
forward to a time when giving becomes 
a greater joy than just receiving. 

As we look to the Great Architect of 
the Universe to give us guidance, look 
also to the wondrous star rising in the 
East and hope its benign influence will 
bring peace, salvation, good health and 
prosperity to all within its circle. 

CALLING ALL LODGE SECRETARIES! Got an event coming up? Let masons all over the state know, and support 
your magazine! List for as little as $12.50 per issue ($50 for four listings). Email freemason@apmgraphics.com.au.  

What’s on?EVENTS, NOTICES AND INVITATIONS FROM AROUND THE JURISDICTION

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls

Rainbow Girls meetings
Now meet on 4th Sunday of  
each month at 11.00am at the  
Blacktown Masonic Centre  
5/1 Carnegie Place, Blacktown

For further details please phone  
Talese on 0401 213 800 or  
email: Talese_s@hotmail.com  

Lodge Morning Star No 410

Our centenary year!
Help us celebrate Lodge Morning 
Star’s 100th year by visiting our  
lodge in Gosford. We meet on the 
fourth Monday each month. Contact 
us at email@lodgemorningstar.com

Visit us today – at 100 years old  
we’re not getting any younger!
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Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

Calling Newcastle masons
Newcastle’s only daylight lodge  
welcomes masons unavailable for or  
cautious about night-time meetings!
2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Tyling at 9:30am. Lunch $10.  
New Lambton Masonic Centre. 
For details call 02 4968 4511.

Lodge Bland No 337

What’s on at Lodge Bland
We meet at the Masonic Centre in  
West Wyalong on the 3rd Thursday  
in the Spring and Autumn.

For details, contact:

Phone 0403 405 519  
or email scas@aapt.net.au  

Lodge Highway No 837

Lodge Highway  
upcoming meetings
Lodge Highway’s next meetings will  
be Lawson in December and Kiama in 
February. Visitors are most welcome! 
Contact Basil Freedman for details  
on 0417 880 991 or email 
basil@archerpress.net.

The Ancient and Accepted  
Scottish Rite for Scotland

New Scottish Rite website!
Have you ever wondered what it takes to 
join the Scottish Rite? Browse our new 
website at www.scottishrite.com.au  
to learn more! 

For details and membership inquiries,  
email pgs.nsw@scottishrite.com.au 

mailto:basil%40archerpress.net?subject=
http://www.scottishrite.com.au


Need 
a new 
suit?
Mention this advert and 
receive a 25% discount 
on any full price suit – 
includes made to measure.

Macquarie Centre (02) 9889 5750 | Warringah Mall (02) 9939 5750
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Speaking your mind By Masonic Service Association of North America

Politics and Freemasonry

The COVID-19 virus has contin-
ued to spread death and illness 
around the globe. Employment, 
church, sports, entertainment, 

the ability to congregate, and many 
other items in our lives have been radi-
cally changed. Masonic gatherings have 
lost impetus and momentum has to be 
regained.

Which brings us into focus: politics. 
This subject, along with religion, is for-
bidden in masonic discussions. Even the 
Coronavirus pandemic has become a 
major part of political discussions. What 
is the proper role for a mason in a politi-
cal year?

Here is part of an essay about 
masonic behaviour written by a well-
known masonic leader and writer- 
David R Ritchie, Senior Grand Deacon  
of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin.

The Gentleman in the room
By David R Ritchie
As masons we all know that two things 
are prohibited from being talked about 
in lodge – religion and politics.

The problem is, ‘What defines politics?’

At one time, this was a very clear 
topic with defined boundaries. 
Today, sadly, we are divided along 
so many lines that it is difficult 
even to agree upon a defini-
tion of what constitutes 
politics. Schools and 

As we reach the end of 2022, it has so far been a tumultuous  
year for our nation and the world.

give the other person the benefit of the 
doubt.

Confrontation is only going to make 
matters worse. Have you ever made a 
statement and, expecting a reply, heard 
only an embarrassing silence? Sometimes 
silence can be the strongest admonish-
ment. If you feel a person’s statements 
need to be addressed, do so respecting 
the harmony and brotherly love expected 
in lodge. Find a private place and moment 
to speak with the person.

Outside the lodge remember that 
you are probably the greatest symbol of 
Freemasonry that your friends, co-work-
ers and neighbours know.

While it is our right and duty to  
enter into discussions on affairs of state, 
sometimes you may be called upon to 
defend your beliefs. You may feel the 
other person is ethically or morally 
wrong. Remember that people will be 
listening and watching. Will they see a 
mason discussing a topic rationally and 
without personal attack? Will they hear 
a mason speaking his mind without 
anger or malice?

Remember who you are and what you 
have been taught. Remember who you 
represent in the eyes of society. Speak 

your mind, enter into civil debate, 
challenge the statements of 

others, but as a gentleman  
and a mason.

education, the weather, etc... If somebody 
had told me twenty years ago that the 
weather would be a politically charged 
topic, I would have laughed.

But today, if a man talks about the 
strange weather we are having and 
climate change, is he making a political 
statement?

This is where I call on you to be The 
Gentleman. First, please understand a 
person may not consider a topic politi-
cal, like the weather, and may be just 
making conversation.

Consider what would happen if that 
person were admonished, especially in 
public, because you or another, consid-
ered the topic too controversial. If the 
subject was brought up to spark contro-
versy and you admonish, especially 
forcefully, it is easy to see how emotions 
and tension would escalate. So, please 
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Membership process update By VW Bro Alan Gale 

Joining is faster
The time it takes to make mates masons has been 
reduced under changes to the Book of Constitutions 
presented at the September Communication.

least two meetings before the ballot 
could be conducted, with the initiation 
happening the following month unless 
dispensation was sought.

By streamlining the process, member-
ship induction is quicker and simpler 
using less administrative steps. 

Lodge members, DGIWs, Lodge 
Secretaries and Membership Officers 
should be pleased to see there are now 
fewer administrative steps.

The Complimentary Welcome Pack
Under the changes, the Pack will be sent 
to the lodge as soon as it advises Grand 
Lodge of a successful ballot, so it is 
ready for presentation to the newly 
initiated Brother. 

The lodge will be sent a $115 invoice 
covering the $100 initiation fee and 
postage for the Pack. Welcome Packs  
are no longer available for individual 
purchase.

Unchanged processes
This does not change the current process 
where two lodge members have known 
an applicant for at least three and two 
years respectively, nor the automatic 
MAS process which applies when the 
length of acquaintance provision cannot 
be met by lodge members.

It’s now easier to nominate a candi-
date, the membership admission 
process is simpler, and the time 
between application and initiation 

has been reduced; making it easier to 
nominate suitable friends and work 
colleagues as members of your lodge.

Red tape removal will reduce the 
workload of the DGIW and the Lodge 
Secretary or Membership Officer.

1) Nomination
A candidate can now be nominated by 
one member of the lodge (MM or above) 
who has known him for at least three 
years with the support of a Freemason 
with the rank of PDGIW or above (who 
does not need to know the applicant 
and is ideally from the same lodge). 

In this case, the DGIW, instead of 
attending, may delegate managing the 
MAS process to the lodge. The lodge (pro-
vided the process is managed by a PDGIW 
or above) completes and returns the MAS 
interview papers to the DGIW for 
approval to proceed. This makes it easier 
for the lodge to convene the interview 
panel, not having to worry about whether 
or not the DGIW’s diary is clear.

2) Length of residence
If the applicant has resided in NSW/ACT 
for three consecutive years, lodges no 
longer need to make inquiries to other 
lodges. If the residential period is less 
than this, the existing inquiry process 
must be followed.

3) Notice to Brethren
It is no longer necessary to read the 
candidate’s details in lodge before they 
appear on the Notice Paper, reducing 
the previous minimum process time  
by a month.

Ballot and Initiate on the same night
Dispensations will no longer be granted 
to ballot and initiate on the same night.

The new process
Therefore, if one and two apply (and all 
other administrative details are in order) 
the Applicant’s details can now appear 
on the notice paper on month one, the 
ballot can be conducted on month two 
and the initiation can take place on 
month three. Previously, the applicant’s 
details had to be read out at meeting one, 
the details needed to be on the NP for at 
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Bexley Manor Hall

Great for functions of any size. Manor Hall seats 200 guests, 
Waratah Lounge Room seats 60 guests. Fully heated and 
air-conditioned with off street parking at rear. Private traditional 
Lodge room facilities also available for hire at reasonable rates.

Venue for Hire or Lease

Contact Hall Manager on mobile: 0402 435 048 at any time
Email: patrick@wpsa.org.au for prices and booking forms

“ Choose Bexley 
Manor Hall for 
your next event 
or function.”

mailto:patrick%40wpsa.org.au?subject=
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A Start in Life

Helping young 
Australians build 
brighter futures 

Its alignment and links to Freemasonry 
and its values remain strong. With  
A Start in Life rapidly approaching its 
100th year of building brighter futures 

for young Australians, it is fitting to 
understand how this is achieved and to 
learn more about some of the students.

A Start in Life uniquely develops 
tailored and personalised support for 
each student. They can achieve this as 
their program provides regular interac-
tions with students and their families.  
A Start in Life delights in getting to know 
the students’ personalities and what 
makes them tick, understanding their 
backgrounds, working through their 
challenges, celebrating their achieve-
ments and encouraging their passions. 

Ali and Wally are just two of the 
many students in their program today. 
Enjoy reading their profiles below, so 
you too can get to know them. If you’d 
like to find out more or donate, please 
head to www.astartinlife.org.au.

Established by Freemasons in 1923, A Start in Life continues to be a boutique Australian 
charity focused on helping students in need maximise the benefits from their education.

Likes: ‘Kittens, cheetahs, Dad and 
chocolate’.

Dislikes: ‘Sauce, dogs, dinosaurs  
and bees’.

Accomplishments: In Semester 1 this 
year, Ali achieved As in English and 
Maths, Bs in all other subjects, and  
her effort rating across the board was 
‘outstanding’. She also participated in 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge and is 
now thriving in leadership positions, 
including volunteering to help around 
the classroom and actively contributing 
to class discussions.

What is one thing you’re looking 
forward to learning more about? ‘I want 
to learn more new words so I can read 
and write better.’

What has been your favourite area  
A Start in Life has helped you with  
and why? ‘My tutor because I can learn 
new things and my Dymocks book 
voucher because I looove reading.’

Ali, Year 2
Background: Ali has been supported  
by A Start in Life since she was in 
Kindergarten, when her single mother 
applied for our assistance to help her two 
daughters. Despite being an intelligent 
and always enthusiastic student, Ali has 
struggled with issues of self-confidence.

A Start in Life 
delights in getting to 
know the students’ 

personalities  
and what makes 

them tick...

http://www.astartinlife.org.au
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With our support, 
Wally began to 

enjoy school  
again and is now 
working towards  

a worthwhile,  
satisfying future.

handy both inside and out of my  
academic life, and has been a faculty 
I’ve lacked hitherto.’

From your quarterly check-ins with our 
Student Support Team, what has been 
the most valuable piece of advice?  
‘The most valuable piece of advice, or 
more so the most valuable idea that  
the Student Support Team has given 
me, was the idea that there were people 
hopeful in me, people who were in my 
corner saying ‘go get ‘em’. It continues to 
mean a lot to me, giving me confidence 
in my abilities to succeed in whatever I 
may put my mind to, both in and out of 
the academic world.’

After university, I: ‘would like to see 
myself working in a job relevant to my 
learnings at university and enjoying it. 
In the hours I wasn’t doing that, I would 
love to see myself writing more music. 
I’ve given it a few attempts but would 
love to make it a more frequent activity, 
maybe even put it all together for 
whomever may lend an ear and their 
time to listen.’

Please note students’ names have been 
changed to protect their identity.

When I grow up I want to: ‘help animals 
that are hurt. I want to be a vet’.

Wally Bachelor of 
Environmental Science,  
first year
Background: Despite limited financial 
means and encountering various hard-
ships, Wally, his single mother and his 
siblings are very resilient. Wally’s 
mother applied for support when he was 
in Year 9. Wally has a fantastic memory 
and has always done well academically, 
but struggled to maintain his motivation. 
With our support, Wally began to enjoy 
school again and is now working towards 
a worthwhile, satisfying future. 

Likes: ‘Music (guitars are fun), going 
away to the country, and challenging 
myself with something new.’

Dislikes: ‘Dishonesty, the fact ‘inflam-
mable’ and ‘flammable’ mean the same 
thing, and when the pen I’m using runs 
out of ink’.

Accomplishments: In 2021, Wally 
secured an environmental internship 
with a local botanic garden and was 
accepted into a Bachelor of 
Environmental Science program, 
making him the first member of his 
immediate family to go to university. 

Wally is passionate about preserving the 
environment; his studies are progress-
ing well and he received two high dis-
tinctions in his first semester this year.

What’s a handy new skill you learned 
at university this year? ‘I’ve developed 
several organisation strategies, which 
allow for much more coherent self- 
directed learning. I plan on acquiring a 
whiteboard, taking my organisation just 
that extra step further. These unprece-
dented organisational strategies come in 
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Keep your money safe By RW Bro Ted Simmons

Watch out 
for scams 

Officials say this should sound 
a warning to all people to be 
especially careful with their 
money, particularly with 

Christmas and holidays approaching 
and a desire to spend on gifts and travel.

Repeated warnings about the need to 
check all financial dealings and more 
intelligence available is making 
Australians more aware, forcing scam-
mers to become more creative which 
makes it imperative for people to stay 
vigilant and be more protective. 

The Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission report said that 
investment scams registered the highest 
loss category with a total of $701 million 
gone in 2021. This was followed by 

Financial scams are on the rise. Records show that in 
the year 2021, Australians lost a record total of more than 
$2 billion to scams which was a huge increase over the 
preceding 12 months.

be broken and this is frequently proved 
by the hi-tech scammers of our present 
electronic world.

Personal data is mostly used by 
scammers to steal identities, open loans 
and to steal or launder money. There are 
frequent warnings from banks and 
similar organisations to watch for any 
unusual activity in your account as 
scammers also use the spread of Covid-
19 to take advantage of people who 
have let their guard down.

Do not provide any personal, 
banking, superannuation or investment 
details or access to your computer to 
anyone. Scammers often pretend they 
have a connection with their intended 
victim which makes it even more 
important to double check, even if you 
are approached by what you believe is a 
trusted organisation. Banks and others 
do not object to your request for a check 
as it is also to their advantage to keep 
personal information safe.

Always be on the watch for people 
who try to make unauthorised transac-
tions on your account. They commonly 
gain your personal information by 
posing as another person or business 
and by stealing your passwords. This 
can be done by SMS, email phishing or 
telephone scams.

How do you keep your 
accounts safe?

 R Memorise your codes and delete  
or destroy any record of them.

 R Secure your letterbox if you are 
waiting for a card by mail.

 R Don’t tell anyone your PIN or pass-
word, including family, friends or 
anyone claiming they are from a bank.

payment redirection scams valued at 
$227 million and dating and romance 
scams at $142 million. 

Investment scams include the lure of 
high and quick returns with zero to low 
risk, payment redirection impersonates 
a business or its employees via email 
while in romance social media and apps 
have become effective tools for scam-
mers to target unsuspecting users 
looking for relationships.

It is hard to believe that scams are 
still so prevalent in today’s world when 
there are many methods of protecting 
your money, whether it involves your 
bank, credit card or investments. There 
is an old saying that rules are meant to 

...investment scams 
registered the highest 
loss category with a 
total of $701 million 

gone in 2021.
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1. Who wrote the original lyrics for 
Waltzing Matilda?

2. What is the meaning of the word 
‘squatter’ in the song Waltzing 
Matilda?

3. Jumbuck is Australian slang for 
what animal?

4. Which Prime Minister served the 
shortest term in Australian history?

5. In which Australian State is there a 
town called ‘Nowhere Else?’

6. Who founded the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service in Australia?

7. Where did outlaw Ned Kelly make 
his last stand?

8. Where and what is Australia’s 
largest national park.?

9. How many vessels sailed in the 
First Fleet when it left England in 
1788 for Australia?

10. In what year was the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge opened?

11. Which Australian swam across  
the English Channel 19 times from  
19 attempts?

12. Bob Hawke was born in which 
South Australian town?

13. Which opera begins in Paris on 
Christmas Eve?

14. Which ballet takes place during the 
night of Christmas Eve after the 
adults have gone to bed?

15. Which Christmas carol was written 
after the church organ broke down 
in Germany’s Obendorf in 1818?

16. What type of tree is a Christmas 
tree?

17. Which Christmas carol commemo-
rates a tenth century Bohemian 
saint?

18. Which song referring to Christmas 
has sold more records than any 
other?

19. In what year was the first 
Christmas card produced?

20. In the song The 12 days of 
Christmas what did my true love 
give to me on the 12th day?

How well did you do? Check your 
answers on page 39!

December quiz
Test your knowledge of Christmas and Australia.

Test your knowledge

www.masons.org.au

 R Don’t choose any password or PIN 
which can be easily guessed, such as 
a birthday, name, phone number or 
numbers which form a pattern.

 R Keep your cards and devices safe, 
take extra care if you have an online 
wallet or mobile banking application.

 R Activate and set a PIN on your card 
as soon as you receive it.

 R Regularly check your card is still in 
your possession. So many people 
have had a card slip from their 
pocket on a train or bus.

 R Cancel, cut up and securely dispose 
of any card you no longer use.

 R Don’t let anyone else register their 
thumbprint or other biometrics on 
your device.

 R Don’t leave your card unattended 
when you are in public, including at 
work.

What to do if you think there 
is a suspicious activity?

Double check the transaction was 
not made by you or an authorised 
person on the account and document 
the transaction. Contact the merchant 
who charged you (most disputes can be 
quickly solved that way) and notify your 
bank or financial organisation. It is also 
recommended that if you come across 
any suspicious activity you should 
notify the ACCC Scamwatch website 
(www.scamwatch.gov.au) to help resolve 
the issue.

Remember – be aware, take care.

Think you’re 
smarter than  
a scammer?
Take the ABC website’s ten-question 
quiz to see how much you know about 
modern scams.

Simply go to www.abc.net.au/
news/2022-10-17/would-you-fall- 
for-these-scams-take-the-test/ 
101500782 (or search ‘think you’re 
smarter than a scammer’ on abc.net.
au) and put your knowledge of scam 
techniques to the test!

http://www.scamwatch.gov.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-17/would-you-fall-for-these-scams-take-the-test/101500782
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-17/would-you-fall-for-these-scams-take-the-test/101500782
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-17/would-you-fall-for-these-scams-take-the-test/101500782
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-17/would-you-fall-for-these-scams-take-the-test/101500782
http://abc.net.au
http://abc.net.au
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Laws of Succession By VW Bro Bro Terry McCallum

Charles III, the King  
who almost wasn’t

The succession to the Crown of 
the UK is governed not only by 
bloodline but also by laws. These 
‘Laws of Succession’ are intended 

to ensure that a new Sovereign meets all 
of the legal criteria to rule. There are 
many such laws, key ones being The Bill 
of Rights, 1689, The Act of Settlement 1701 
and The Royal Marriages Act 1772. When 
these laws were combined – they came 
very close to actually blocking Prince 
Charles’ recent accession to the Throne. 

Thankfully, Australia stepped in  
and saved the day. 

Prior to 1688, the religions of the 
English sovereigns see-sawed between 
Catholic and Protestant with almost every 
change of monarch. However in 1688 the 
staunchly Catholic James II Stewart was 
forced into exile by the invading staunchly 
Protestant William of Orange. This event 
has become known as ‘The Bloodless 
Revolution’. What happened next still 
raises a few legal eyebrows even today,  
but let’s keep all that for another article.

How the shenanigans of 1689, 1701 and 1772 almost cost us our King.

and all will be well. Nope – he didn’t 
re-marry.

The Crown therefore passed to Anne 
– Mary’s younger sister – also Protestant.

Ironically both were daughters of the 
exiled (and very Catholic) James II, but 
King Charles II had earlier ordered that 
they be raised as Anglicans. Anne was 
married to Prince George of Denmark. 
THEIR kids would surely save the day! 
Indeed, amongst a dreadful 17 miscar-
riages – along came young Prince 
William, Duke of Gloucester, and all 
breathed a sigh of relief.

Until William died of Smallpox in 
1700 – aged just 11. Anne’s prospects  
of becoming a mother again were bleak 
at best.

Dark clouds gathered over the  
succession. The legislators and power 
brokers could now see the unthinkable: 
Anne would be followed by her younger 
brother James – a Catholic.

A Parliamentary Act now known as 
The Bill of Rights was passed in 1689, 
which allowed William to assume the 
Throne alongside his wife Mary. The 
original title of the Act was less warm 
and fuzzy; it was first called An Act 
Setleing The Succession of the Crowne 
(original spellings). The PR people 
changed it to its current title in 1896.

William III and his wife Mary II ruled 
conjointly – ie both were equal in their 
regal power. Usually one or the other is 
‘Regent’ while the other is either a King 
or Queen ‘Consort’. This is the only time 
this has ever happened in British 
history (see above re the raising of legal 
eyebrows).

So with a Protestant King and Queen, 
all was now secure. Their future kids 
would continue the faith and all was 
well. Or was it?

No kids! Mary died first and left 
William to rule alone. That’s ok – 
William will re-marry, make little royals 
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The Queen’s own sister Margaret  
also fell foul of this rule. Her wish to 
marry Group Captain Peter Townsend 
– a divorcee – was similarly quashed by 
Queen Elizabeth.

As you can see, the right to rule by 
blood is but one of many boxes that 
must be ticked.

Skip forward now to more recent 
times. Around the year 2000, the dark 
clouds that gathered following the death 
of Anne’s only heir in 1700 were 
forming again, presenting our modern 
monarchy with something of a dilemma 
regarding Elizabeth’s heir. The power 
brokers were taking more than a 
passing glance at Queen Elizabeth’s 

They could not allow this to happen.

Having booted out the Catholic 
Stewarts all those years ago, they now 
needed to bolt the door (using Law) to 
prevent any Catholic sovereign – 
Stewart or otherwise – from ever regain-
ing the English Throne. Following a 
flurry of quill-dipping and parchment, 
laws were drafted, debated and passed.

Enter The Act of Settlement – 1701.

Again, please don’t be deceived by it’s 
nice-sounding name; its original title 
was An Act For The Further Limitation of 
The Crown. The same marketing guys 
re-badged it to its current title in 1896 
so that it sounded nicer. With much 
venom the Act specifically referred to 
Catholics as ‘Papists’ within its wording.

It ensured that any Catholic heir would 
be bypassed by declaring that Anne’s 
successor must be descended ‘...from the 
body of Sophia [of Hanover]’, thereby 
lopping off or leaping over numerous 

branches of the bloodline tree. Sophia 
was a granddaughter of James I, so she 
was kind of relevant if you chose to ignore 
a whole bunch of other laws of succession 
(which the lawmakers did). There! That 
should do it!

Has The Act of Settlement 
ever been fired in anger?
I’ll say! As indicated above, when Queen 
Anne died childless in 1714 her nearest 
bloodline descendant was her younger 
and Catholic brother – the son of the 
exiled James II. Strike one! Who’s next?

Actually, let’s skip a whole bunch and 
work downwards from Sophia of 
Hanover (as per the Act).

Thanks to the Act of Settlement, the 
legislators bypassed 57 (yes, FIFTY-
SEVEN) living men and women with a 
better genealogical right to the Throne 
than the one who eventually got the job. 
All totally and solely due to their religion.

And so Queen Anne I was succeeded 
by George I Hanover – 58th in the ‘con-
ventional’ line of succession. He couldn’t 
speak English and spent as much time 
as he could away from England. A law 
had to be created to allow him to so 
frequently ‘leave his Realms’.

What effect did all this have 
on Prince Charles assuming 
the Throne?
Over the centuries other Laws of 
Succession have come into play, one  
of them being the Royal Marriages Act. 
This permitted the Sovereign to disallow 
any member of Royalty to marry anyone 
they considered unsuitable.

Upon the death of His Majesty King 
George V in 1936, his eldest son the 
Prince of Wales was proclaimed King 
Edward VIII. Prior to his coronation 
however, he declared his intention to 
marry Wallis Simpson, an American 
divorcee who was at the time already 
going through divorce number two. 

This marriage could not be allowed.  
The Royal Marriages Act (which is dis-
cretionary) was wielded and Edward 
VIII chose to abdicate, leaving George  
VI – Elizabeth’s father – to become  
King, making Elizabeth now next in  
line for the Throne.

His Majesty King Charles III and  
The Queen Consort, leaving parliament.

Courtesy of the House of Lords. 
Photography by Annabel Moeller

Queen Anne triggered The Act of 
Settlement when she died childless.

Got old
regalia?
The Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai Masonic 
Association is collecting, reconditioning 
and on-selling spare and used Grand 
Lodge and Craft regalia. 

Funds raised go to local charities!
Contact VW Bro Brian Samson:
Email: bsamson@optusnet.com.au
Mobile: 0414 704 807

OVER $3,000  
RAISED SO FAR – THANK YOU!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
mailto:bsamson%40optusnet.com.au?subject=


Laws of Succession

mortality. She was already in her seven-
ties. Things were not looking good for 
the succession of Charles. The clock was 
ticking. Those familiar with the relevant 
legislation began to pale.

What was the problem?
By the turn of the century, history, law 
and precedents all combined to mean 
that the sovereign:

 R could not marry a divorcee (The  
Royal Marriages Act was being less 
frequently applied, but it still might 
be invoked); and

 R must not be nor marry a Catholic 
(Act of Settlement, 1701).

In the event of an heir falling short of 
the criteria, the heir’s line was severed. 
It wasn’t a simple matter of skipping 
over to the next in line.

Having divorced Diana, Prince 
Charles later married divorcee Camilla 
Parker Bowles. The precedent of Edward 
VIII had been set. So not only was 
Prince Charles potentially struck out, 

but this also meant that his sons – 
William and Harry – were also removed 
from the line of succession.

And that would be an absolute disas-
ter for the public image of the Monarchy.

How was this all fixed  
in Australia?
The Laws of Succession can only be 
changed by unanimous consent of every 
member realm of the Commonwealth.

As it stood, Charles may be out. Anne 
didn’t count yet because of something 
called the ‘Law of Male-preference 
Primogeniture’ – ie no matter what the 
age of a daughter, a younger son would 
always take precedence.

Andrew was also out (on various 
counts).

According to the Laws of Succession 
at the time, Prince Edward was the most 
likely to succeed upon the demise of the 
Queen.

All very nice – but no William or 
Harry. This is where Australia steps in.

The Perth Agreement
The Commonwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment Meeting (CHOGM) is a biennial 
meeting attended by the Prime Ministers 
of the 16 Realms of the Commonwealth.

In 2011 – merely eleven years ago 
– CHOGM was held in Perth, WA. It was 
chaired by the then Prime Minister of 
Australia, Julia Gillard.

The Royal 
Marriages 
Act, 1772
This is another legal document that has 
often been brought into play. It gives 
discretionary power to the monarch  
to disallow any royal from marrying 
someone considered unsuitable.

The intent of the Act is to ensure that 
the Monarch (as Head of the Church of 
England) has the authority to refuse any 
marriage that would not be conducted 
within the Church of England (eg marry-
ing a divorcee prior to the death of that 
person’s previous spouse, etc).

As a discretionary Act, the Sovereign 
can choose to apply (or not) the rele-
vant socially accepted standards of the 
time. When Edward VIII wanted to 
marry a divorcee in 1936 that was an 
absolute no-no. Similarly during the 
1960s with Princess Margaret.

Nowadays marriage to a divorcee,  
or by non-religious persons is often 
conducted in a church, so the risk of 
a ‘Royal Refusal’ is diminishing fast.

However, around the turn of the 
century, although the social and Church 
attitudes were softening, the precedents 
of Edward VIII and Margaret were still a 
vivid memory. There was no certainty 
that Elizabeth would allow Charles’ 
marriage to Camilla. If he persisted  
(as did Edward VIII), then he was gone.

Something had to be done to firm  
it up!

...the right to rule by 
blood is but one of 
many boxes that 
must be ticked.

Perth hosted CHOGM 2011,  
where discussions about the  
laws of succession were begun.
Photography by Gnangarra
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St Edward’s 
Crown
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The representative of the UK 
Government asked that the 
Commonwealth consider changing the 
Laws of Succession as follows:

 R Replacing male-preference primo-
geniture with absolute primogeniture 
(the oldest child will be heir what-
ever gender)

 R Removing disqualification of any 
royal marrying a Catholic

 R Dramatically reducing the scope and 
severity of the Royal Marriages Act.

The ban on non-Protestants becom-
ing monarch and the requirement for 
them to be in communion with the 
Church of England was not altered. This 
makes complete sense and always has. 
As Head of the Church of England, to be 
aligned with any other faith would be 
akin to having a Jewish Pope.

To cap it all off – Queen Elizabeth gave 
permission for Charles to marry Camilla.

And so the existing impediments to 
Charles’ ascension to the Throne were to 
be removed. But now they actually had 
to BE removed, meaning that the Perth 

Agreement had to be written into the 
Laws of each of the Commonwealth 
Realms... and we all know how quick 
that isn’t. Meanwhile the clock was still 
ticking on her Majesty’s mortality. They 
were not home yet.

It took a few years, but by 2015 the 
Realms had done their duty and the 
Laws of Succession were suitably 
adjusted throughout the Commonwealth.

So when the moment inevitably 
came, Charles could now legally ascend 
to the Throne of the UK.

Long live The King!

(and thank you, Perth)

From the author: on a personal note: 
The Lord Mayor of London in 1465 was 
Sir Ralph Verney II (1410–1478). He held 
the post midway between the two reigns 
of Henry VI, who was allowed back to 
the throne in 1470 after being released 
from the Tower of London (long story).

That Lord Mayor of London – Sir Ralph 
Verney II – was my Great (x15) Grandfather.

Baby Prince 
Charles at his 
christening

The Accession Council
This group got some limited coverage 
following Her Majesty’s passing.

The Accession Council comprises the 
‘Lords Spiritual and Temporal’ as well as 
representatives of the ‘Great Officers of 
State’. Basically this includes any living 
Prime Ministers, other politicians numer-
ous and various, Church leaders, senior 
royals and The Lord Mayor of London 
(please see ‘From the Author’).

After the passing of a sovereign, they 
all get their heads together and ensure 
that the heir satisfies all requirements 
– both by blood and law. It is only then 
that the new Monarch can be ‘Proclaimed 
throughout the Realms’, starting with St 
James’ Palace in London.

St James’s 
Palace
Photography  
by Tony Hisgett

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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Farewell Queen Elizabeth

Vale Queen  
Elizabeth 

The Grand Master, MW Bro 
Lesley Hicks was among many 
who put into writing these 
feelings and sent the following 

letter on behalf of the United Grand 
Lodge of NSW/ACT and its members.

To  His Majesty 
King Charles III 
Buckingham Palace 
LONDON SW1A 1AA 
UNITED KINGDOM

Your Majesty,
We are all greatly saddened by the 

passing of our revered Sovereign, and your 
Mother. As we all mourn, we will cherish 
the memories and always reflect on a life of 
dignified service.

While many can claim to have met the 
Queen on both formal and more relaxing 
occasions, and enjoyed her company, and 
others have admired her amazing 

Freemasons in Australia joined many other citizens in 
expressing their sorrow at the passing of Queen Elizabeth 
II with memories of her visits to Australia and the bond 
that grew from that association.

It would be appreciated if you could 
accept our deepest sympathies and pass 
similar sentiments to all in your Royal 
Family at this most sad and challenging 
time.

Yours faithfully, 

Lesley N Hicks GRAND MASTER

Freemason also joins in extending 
sympathy and highlights some of the 
Queen’s career to its readers.

Freemasons around Australia  
were genuinely saddened to hear of the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth and held 
appropriate silence as a sign of respect 
at their meetings.

The action followed a similar display 
last year following the passing of Prince 
Phillip. The Prince had joined Free-
masonry in 1952 when he was initiated 
in the Navy Lodge and remained a 
member in England for the rest of his life.

Queen Elizabeth was the first reigning 
monarch to officially visit Australia and 
her arrival with Prince Phillip in 1954 
captured the hearts of the nation and 
started an alliance involving 16 visits 
which lasted nearly 70 years.

contribution, we have all been touched at 
some time by her considerable grace and 
unbridled commitment to us all.

The Queen offered us a life of dignified 
service, and this will surely stand as a 
lasting memory of hope. Her caring, her 
courage, her inspiration, and particularly 
her nurturing of our younger generation, 
will always be an example to all of us.  
Her selfless service and devotion to the 
Commonwealth, and our aspirations,  
will long live strong in our hearts.

We acknowledge the Queen’s extraordi-
nary achievements over so many years 
through peace, war, natural disaster, 
friendship, and the celebration of family, 
with considerable respect, reverence and 
awe, and as Brothers committed to similar 
values of Humility, Kindness, Generosity, 
and Respect, we acknowledge her extraor-
dinary commitment and contribution.

Royal Visit to Australia by 
Queen Elizabeth in 2000
Photo copyright Commonwealth  

of Australia 2021

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Millions of Australians packed the 
streets to watch the Royal procession 
and the public affection continued 
throughout the decades of her reign.

‘Since I first stepped ashore here in 
Sydney in February 1954 I have felt part 
of this rugged, honest creative land,’ she 
said during her visit in 2000. She made 
her last visit in 2011 during a time of 
bushfires, floods and drought.

‘The world witnessed the anguish  
of Australians as they lived through a 
summer of natural disasters. We were 
inspired by the courage and resolution 
by those affected in the face of crippling 
desolation. Ever since my first visit  
I have watched Australia grow and 
develop at an extraordinary rate. This 
country has made dramatic progress in 
many areas and above all in self-confi-
dence,’ she said.

During her visits she performed many 
public ceremonies which included the 
opening of the Sydney Opera House, 
Commonwealth and Olympic Games,  
a session of Federal Parliament and a 
Commonwealth Heads of Government 
meeting in Perth.

Her meetings also extended to more 
public areas such as cricket and football 
matches, watched surfers at Bondi, visited 
the Barrier Reef and sheep farms and on 
the 1977 three weeks tour managed to 
visit every State in Australia.

The Queen was born on 21 April 
1926 and was christened Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary of Windsor.

When her grandfather King George  
V died, Prince Edward ascended to the 
throne only to abdicate, bringing King 
George VI as the new monarch of the 
British Empire and Princess Elizabeth 
as the next in line.

She made her first public speech in 
1940 at the age of 14 and two years later 
carried out her first public engagement at 
the age of 16 when she inspected a regi-
ment. On 20 November 1947 she married 
Lieutenant Phillip Mountbatten with 
Prince Charles born in November 1948.

Her world changed while touring 
Kenya in 1952 when her father, King 
George VI died and she returned to 
England as Queen Elizabeth II.  

Rainbow Girls International

It was a big day for one Australian when 
Leila Rodeghiero was given the honour 
of carrying the Australian flag at the 
Eastern Star opening ceremony in 
Oklahoma City in August.

About 1,000 members attended the 
Special Session for the 100th meeting of 
the Order.

Leila Rodeghiero had worked hard to 
raise funds to assist with her travel and 
was also honoured by carrying the 
Australian flag during the Cavalcade  
of Flags on the closing day. 

The Rainbow girls were founded  
in Oklahoma in April 1922 and are now 
active in many parts of the world  
including Australia.

Leila 
carries 
the flag

Leila (right) with newly Installed 
Supreme Worthy Advisor, Mrs Kay 
Letterman of North Carolina

Rainbow is a non-profit organization that strives to give girls the tools, training, and  
encouragement to let their individual spirits shine bright. By providing members with  
a safe, fun, caring environment where responsible, older girls can interact and mentor 
younger girls through family involvement.
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International Rainbow Girls
Email: rainbowgirls74@gmail.com
Web: iorg-nsw-sa.org

Order of the Eastern Star
Web: www.oesaustralia.org.au

..to all the 
members  
of the  
masonic  
family!

mailto:rainbowgirls74%40gmail.com?subject=
http://iorg-nsw-sa.org
http://www.oesaustralia.org.au
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Grand Lodge re-installation By RW Bro Ted Simmons

Grand Master re-installed

After a shortened Quarterly 
Communication, Grand Lodge 
was re-opened to allow breth-
ren, ladies and visitors to enter 

to watch the ceremony as MW Bro Hicks 
was proclaimed and his officers for the 
coming year were invested.

Visitors included representatives 
from Associated Orders, led by Most 
Excellent Companion Robert Drake, 
Grand Master of the United Supreme 
Grand Chapter of Mark and Royal Arch 
Masons of NSW and the ACT.

 A fanfare signalled the start of the 
evening and the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, RW Bro Arnel Landicho 
announced the entry of the Grand 
Master which was followed by the  
Royal anthem.

For the first time in 70 years the 
anthem honoured the King after the 

The Grand Master, MW Bro Lesley Hicks was re-installed for another year as the leader of 
Freemasonry in NSW and the ACT in a simple and memorable ceremony at Grand Lodge in 
the Sydney Masonic Centre in September.

Grand Warden and VW Bro Christian 
Tejada as Junior Grand Warden followed 
by the remaining Grand Officers with 
the investitures performed by the Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master and 
Assistant Grand Master.

A fanfare was given prior to each 
investiture and this was followed by the 
Proclamation and Grand Honours after 
which VW Bro Joseph Corrigan deliv-
ered the Address to the Brethren to 
complete the various ceremonies.

MW Bro Hicks was delighted with 
the attendance and ceremony and 
extended his thanks to the brethren, 
ladies and visitors for making it such an 
impressive and enjoyable evening.

‘It is wonderful to have so many here 
and I congratulate all those who have 
taken office. I would also like to congrat-
ulate all of their partners for the contin-
ued support they have given. My thanks 
also go to Most Excellent Companion 
Robert Drake and members of other 
Associated Orders who have honoured 
us with their attendance,’ he said.

‘It is time to restructure after the 
recent trying times we have endured 
and once again, to all of you, I extend 
my sincere thanks.’

 The Grand Director then called on 
RW Bro John Armfield, representing  
the United Grand Lodge of England to 
extend greetings on behalf of the repre-
sentatives of sister Grand Lodges.

Grand Lodge was then closed with 
the Grand Master and others retiring to 
attend the Grand Banquet where further 
words of welcome were extended in a 
happy and enjoyable evening.

passing of Queen Elizabeth and the 
Grand Master requested one minute of 
silence for a Monarch whom he said had 
served through a life a life well lived.

A musical background was provided 
during the evening by the Grand Organist, 
the Masonic Musical Ensemble and 
vocalist RW Bro Alex Parker.

The Grand Director then proclaimed 
the Grand Master and after a hymn was 
sung, MW Bro James Melville, PGM 
delivered an Address to MW Bro Hicks.

This was followed by sponsors MW 
Bro Derek Robson and RW Bro Richard 
Collins presenting to the Grand Master 
RW Bro Bernie Albano to be Obligated 
and Invested as Deputy Grand Master 
and RW Bro Paul Schultz similarly 
invested as Assistant Grand Master.

 The sponsors then presented RW Bro 
Arnel Landicho to be invested as Senior 

L–R: The new leaders; Deputy Grand Master RW Bro Bernie Khristianne S. Albano, Grand 
Master MW Bro Lesley Norman Hicks and Assistant Grand Master RW Bro Paul Konrad Schultz
All photos in this article are courtesy of Romy Nieto
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The new team

Investiture of the 
Deputy Grand Master

Investiture of the 
Assistant Grand Master 

Investiture of Senior Grand Warden 
RW Bro Arnel Dominic Landicho

Investiture of Junior Grand Warden 
– RW Bro Christian June Tejada
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Beyond the Craft By VW Bro Alan Gale

Christian and chivalric  

The Knights Templar
The Order is administered by two bodies 
in our jurisdiction: the Great Priory of 
NSW & ACT and the District Grand Priory 
of NSW of the Great Priory of Knights 
Templar of Scotland. Both have similar 
masonic journeys told through different 
rituals, with the Scottish ritual being the 
more flamboyant and colourful.

One of the better-known degrees, 
despite what a Google search may reveal, 
the Masonic Order of the Temple makes 
no pretence of being the founding body 
of Freemasonry; neither does it seek 
world domination nor the plethora of 
other intents ascribed to it by authors 
present and past.

The ritual is Christian and chivalric. 
Its base ethos is the defence of the 
Christian faith against the assaults  
of its enemies (i.e. anyone from any 
other religion).

The candidate receives two degrees: 
Knight Templar and Knight of Malta.  
The former takes its imagery and content 
from the formative years of the historical 

In the fourth of his series of articles on Degrees and Orders Beyond the Craft, VW Bro Alan 
Gale looks at Orders which defend or promote the Christian faith. They are definitely not 
Universal and – in some cases – celebrate the death of those who do not believe in the 
Christian Trinity in Unity.

Knights Templar following the capture of 
Jerusalem in 1099, when their purpose 
was to provide protection to pilgrims 
travelling to visit the holy city.

It may fairly be claimed the emphasis 
of the degree is on these early years 
rather than the less salubrious events of 
a century or so later which have spawned 
a series of ‘history’ books better suited to 
the fiction shelves.

The candidate enters dressed as a 
pilgrim. He undergoes two symbolic 
journeys: firstly that of a pilgrim, in 
which he is seeking a new life in 
defence of the Christian faith.

Having been successful, he is informed 
that penance and meditation form an 
integral part of true knighthood. He is 
finally armed with the symbolic weapons 
of his new life, proclaimed and installed.

The Knight of Malta consists in  
the main of a narrated history of these 
knights from their forced departure 
from Jerusalem to their eventual  
home on Malta.

The candidate 
receives two degrees: 
Knight Templar and 

Knight of Malta.

Knights Templar 
Preceptor’s badge
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Both this and the preparatory degree 
of Knight of St Paul (which entails a long 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles) 
invite each member to develop his own 
understanding of the underlying eso-
teric message.

Qualifications for membership
Craft and Royal Arch Mason in good 
standing with a belief in the Christian 
Trinity in Unity.

Grand Imperial  
Conclave of NSW & ACT  
(Knights Constantine)
The historical setting of this Order is the 
time of Constantine the Great, Emperor 
of Rome, and features his well-known 
vision of a cross in the heavens which 
led to his victory at the battle of Saxa 
Rubra in 312AD and consequent  
acceptance of the Christian faith.

The candidate is first admitted to  
an equestrian order as a Knight of Rome 
then, in a ceremony based on Constan-
tine’s vision, is installed a Knight Com-
panion of the Red Cross of Constantine.

On progressing in office to the second 
and then first chairs of the Conclave, a 
Knight receives the second and third 
degrees of Priest Mason (as the con-
clave’s Viceroy) and Prince Mason  
(as the Most Puissant Sovereign).

These extend the teaching of the first 
degree of the Order and the offices are 
roughly equivalent to the positions of 
Senior Warden and Worshipful Master 
in a Craft Lodge.

Attached to the Order are two 
Appendant Degrees: Knight of the Holy 
Sepulchre and Knight of St John the 
Evangelist.

The former was traditionally devel-
oped on the finding of the true cross by 
St Helena, the mother of Constantine and 
the consequent mounting of a guard over 
the holy place. This is symbolised in the 
ceremony by enjoining the Knights to 
perform the seven works of mercy.

The latter contains a beautiful charge 
that relates a Christian perspective on 
the origin of Speculative Freemasonry 
and takes its theme and content from  
a historically attested discovery in the 
ruins of the original temple in the fourth 
century AD when a new attempt was 
made to build a temple on that site. It 
revises the imagery and allegory of the 
three degrees of Craft Masonry and the 
Holy Royal Arch with a Christian expla-
nation of their symbolism which is 
laden with allegorical content.

Qualifications for membership
Craft and Royal Arch Mason in good 
standing with a belief in the Christian 
Trinity in Unity.

Inquiries
Contact: Stephen Brown 
Email: grandrecordernswact@gmail.com

Grand College of the  
Holy Royal Arch Knight 
Templar Priests
Also known as the Order of Holy Wisdom 
– which probably gives a far better indi-
cation of its intent – this is not, it must be 
stressed, a priestly section of the Knights 
Templar.

It is a reflective degree. All ritual is 
read and the pace of the ceremony is 
both contemplative and meditative. The 
regalia includes a mitre – the symbol of 
the descended Holy Spirit and 33 degrees 
are conferred upon candidates at their 
investiture. It is the culmination of the 
York Rite, where the candidate becomes 
a 33 degree Freemason.

Candidates for this degree must 
expect to delve deeply into mysticism 
or, in far more accessible terms, extend 
the knowledge of himself. Much of 
the ritual of the opening, closing 
and the ceremony comprises 
readings from the Old and 
New Testaments.

The candidate comes not as a mere 
tyro or innocent but as a man ready to 
put his experience to use.

He is tested, using his proficiency in 
Masonry as the symbolic examination, 
passed and accepted as a priest whose 
duty it is to aid and comfort brethren  
on their long journey to the same stage. 
The number seven is significant 
throughout the ceremony.

The esoteric nature of this degree 
demands deep thought from its members 
and, like much of Free masonry which is 
loosely (and generally falsely) termed 
‘higher’, can be neither described nor 
prescribed. Initiatory rites, by their very 
nature, are rarely designed to be com-
plete in themselves but all lead to 
the aphorism ‘know thyself ’.

Knight of 
Malta (left) 

and Knights 
Templar jewels

Jewels of the 
Constantine Order

Constantine 
Order sash

mailto:grandrecordernswact%40gmail.com?subject=


The sword is common  
to all chivalric degrees  

of masonry
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This relaxed, contemplative style  
of ritual is in contrast to many others 
where there is a demand for ‘perfor-
mance art’ or recited charges. In this 
degree, the members are encouraged to 
listen, think, absorb and reflect on what 
they hear – and then discuss it.

Qualification for Membership
Brethren remaining subscribing 
members of a Craft Lodge for more  
than three years and a member of both 
a Royal Arch Chapter and a Knight 
Templar Preceptory.

Inquiries
Contact: John Peverill 
Email: john_peverill@hotmail.com  
Phone: 0426 910 388

Rectified Scottish Rite  
(RER)
The Rectified Scottish Rite (Rite 
Écossais Rectifié – RER) is a chivalric 
Masonic Order that adopted its current 
structure in 1778. The Rite enjoys a 
special place in the broader masonic 
family because of its history, ideals and 
practices. The Rite effectively provides a 
‘snapshot’ of masonic history as a direct 
descendant of earlier chivalric Orders.

The Rectified Scottish Rite has been 
in Australia for over 20 years though 
membership is limited and strictly by 
invitation. Candidates are required to 
provide written answers (involving their 
understanding of the philosophy and 
meaning of Freemasonry and of them-
selves) to various questions.

An unsatisfactory answer results in 
the withdrawal of the invitation to join.

The Rite, locally is administered as a 
Province (Prefecture) of the Great Priory 
of Belgium. This connection gives it Aus-
tralian members a contemporary, tangible 
connection to Continental Freemasonry 
to compliment the deep historical experi-
ence of the rituals themselves.

The degrees of the Rite are nominally 
six, but the first three (Apprentice, Comp-
anion and Master) are accepted as equiv-
alents of the Craft degrees and are ceded 
to the authority of the Craft to solely 
administer (similar to AASR). The degrees 
worked by the Rite are then: Scottish 
Master of Saint Andrew, Squire Novice, 

title of The 
Commemorative 
Order of St Thomas 
of Acon.

Today there are over 
2,500 members in some 
100 Chapels in a dozen 
Provinces in England,  
Wales, Australia, New 
Zealand, USA, Canada  
and Spain.

The Order is governed by  
a Grand Council in England, is 
divided into Provinces under the 
leadership of a Grand Preceptor  
and comprising Chapels ruled by a 
Master. Chapels have been erected in 
Willoughby, Concord and Tweed Heads.

The watchwords of the Order are 
‘Humility’ and ‘Love’ (Humilitas et 
Caritas). The Order has only one degree, 
that of Knight with an additional two-
tiered honour of ‘Knight Caritas’ and 
‘Knight Humilitas’.

Knight Templar regalia (modified) 
may be worn, but Masters must wear 
the full habit of the Order.

Meetings are generally held twice a 
year and members traditionally dine 
with their ladies after each meeting.

Qualification for Membership
By invitation to brethren remaining a 
subscribing member of a Craft Lodge,  
a Royal Arch Chapter and of a Knight 
Templar Preceptory.

Inquiries
Contact: Ivan Teager  
Email: ivan.teager@ 
sonartechnologies.com  
Phone: 0414 743 444

and Knight Beneficent of the Holy City 
(Chevalier Bienfaisant de la Cité Sainte 
– CBCS). Through the degrees the 
Candidate progresses from the ruins of 
the Temple of Solomon (which contain 
sacred knowledge) on an allegorical 
journey encompassing the symbols and 
the personages of ancient Freemasonry 
to the Holy City itself.

Here, the chivalry of the Knights 
Beneficent manifests itself as working 
for the good of the whole human family.

Qualification for Membership
In Australia, membership is restricted  
to worthy Christian Master Masons  
who serve their communities, faith and 
masonic affiliations and who seek further 
masonic light. Membership is by invita-
tion only. However, if you wish to know 
more about the Order do not hesitate to 
contact us.

Inquiries
Contact: Ian Shanley (Prefectural 
Chancellor)

Email: southerncrossprefecture.rer@
gmail.com

Phone: 0411621848

The Commemorative Order 
of St Thomas of Acon
The Order of St Thomas of Acon was 
established in 1974 as a result of twenty 
years’ research in the Guildhall Library 
in London by John E. N. Walker, who for 
many years was the Secretary General  
of the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia. 

The ancient records of the Order, 
written in medieval French and Latin, had 
been deposited in the Guildhall Library 
and escaped the Great Fire of 1666.  
The Order now operates under the official 

Beyond the Craft

The watchwords  
of the Order are 
‘Humility’ and  

‘Love’ (Humilitas  
et Caritas).
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The eight-week trial at Whiddon Easton Park
utilised rapid PCR technology produced by
UK based provider, DnaNudge, to detect
COVID-19 through samples taken onsite,
in just 90 minutes, eliminating the need for
laboratory testing.

During the trial, 116 tests were completed and
115 of the tests correlated with concurrent

Support Whiddon to continue improving the quality of life of older
Australians through innovation, research and new approaches to care.
Make a donation today at www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation.

lab-processed PCR test results, indicating a
99.1% sensitivity of the rapid PCR tests against
lab-processed PCR tests. The trial findings
demonstrate the potential significant impact
that a rapid PCR unit can have on maximising
resident care and safety in a residential aged
care setting, whilst minimising disruption on
the critical health workforce.
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Award-winning aged care provider, Whiddon, were very
proud to partner with Pantonic Health to conduct a rapid
PCR testing trial at their largest aged care campus in
South-west Sydney, using a portable shoebox-sized rapid
PCR testing device (DnaNudge test).

industry-first aged
care rapid PCR trial

Whiddon leading the way in The trial aimed to understand how rapid
PCR testing can ensure early intervention,
improved healthcare and infection control in a
residential aged care setting, whilst increasing
workforce safety and capacity. Whiddon saw
83% of employees who had lab-based PCR
tests in December 2021 during the Omicron
variant outbreak, return negative results. Due
to lab delays, employees were waiting up to
six days for their results and were required
to self-isolating during this time. With onsite
rapid PCR testing, these employees could have
potentially returned to work much earlier, as
soon as 90 minutes, to provide essential care
during the peak of the pandemic.

The rapid PCR testing trial follows Whiddon’s
industry-leading rapid antigen testing trial
during the COVID-19 Delta variant outbreak,
and subsequent rapid antigen testing trial in
Community Care.

Whiddon have shared the results of the trial
results with the Government, regulators and
industry stakeholders and are hoping to see
the rapid PCR units approved by the TGA,
and subsidised by the Government, so that all
aged care homes and disability settings across
Australia can have access to this technology.

Whiddon CEO Chris Mamarelis and Whiddon’s
Regional General Manager Residential Greater
Sydney, Sharon Fletcher with the rapid PCR unit.

Whiddon’s new “Exercise 4 Life” 
Pain Management & Reablement Program 
Transforming allied health services in residential aged care 

Whiddon has a rich history of caring for older Australians and 
currently cares for more than 2,000 people across regional, rural and 
remote NSW and QLD; providing assistance in residential aged care, 
community and disability care services and retirement solutions. 

Whiddon has developed a new Pain Management & Reablement 
Program, called Exercise 4 Life, which has seen remarkable 
improvements for residents in the areas of pain management as well 
as emotional wellbeing, function and mobility.

Our goal was to develop, test and understand new evidence-based 
methods of pain management and reablement programs for residents, 
with support from University of Sydney’s Clinician Researcher; Dr 
Jennie Hewitt, who co-designed the trial and program. 

The program focused on the individual needs of each resident, whilst 
managing these needs within a group therapy program; providing both 
physical and social outcomes for those involved. 

As part of the trial, Whiddon measured the effectiveness in pain 
reduction, effect on mood and function, resident experience and 
sustainability. The published results of the trial demonstrated the 
following outcomes for participating residents:

• 50% reduction in overall pain symptoms

• 20% improvement in overall mood and happiness

• All residents showed an improvement in physical function 

The trial also indicated that early intervention with residents who are 
newer to aged care produces greater benefits more quickly.

Thanks to this research, Whiddon is aiming to implement the “Exercise 4 
Life” Pain Management & Reablement Program across all 23 of its homes 
and community care services by Christmas this year.

The effectiveness of Whiddon’s “Exercise 4 Life Program” can be 
attributed to its ability to partner with willing and optimistic residents to 
entirely customise the program based on individual needs. 

The evidence-based “Exercise 4 Life Program” highlighted the potential 
for providing access to additional programs in Aged Care that are both 
therapeutic and rehabilitating, achieving both better clinical and wellbeing 
outcomes. 

It is our hope that this new program will encourage other providers to 
explore partnerships with allied health professionals and offer increased 
reablement that focuses on holistic quality of life outcomes.

Wh rive to provide positive ageing experiences fiddon will continue to st or 
Australians, however, we cannot do this without your help! Donate today 
and support Whiddon’s award-winning research and innovation Programs. 
Scan the QR code above or visit whiddon.com.au/donate

Support Whiddon’s  
award-winning research 
and innovation programs

Please connect with us on socials to stay  
up-to-date with all our great work and  
community projects coming up! 
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Motorcyles in Wallsend

Novacastria stays social 
The original Lodge Novacastria 765 was formed in 1949 
and brethren met at the Sedgewick Hall, Newcastle West 
until the charter was surrendered in 1985.

A group of masons with an interest 
in motorcycling met and decided 
to form a lodge for motorcycle 
enthusiasts and to meet at 

Wallsend Newcastle NSW. It was decided 
to apply for the re-issue of the surren-
dered Lodge Novacastria 765 Charter, the 
application was granted and the Grand 
Master MW Bro Dr Gregory Levenston 
re-consecrated Lodge Novacastria 765  
on 24th July 2010.

They met at the Wallsend Masonic 
Centre, on the 1st Wednesday of the 
month on odd months and have a social 
dining night on the even months.

Lodge Novacastria was re-formed 
with the aim of creating a Freemasons 
Lodge where brethren and their partners 
and family can meet, greet, eat together 
and enjoy each other’s company in a 
more social and relaxed atmosphere 
whilst still bearing in mind the usual 
masonic traditions.

It is important as it aims to enhance 
and strengthen our social values and 
develop that brotherhood and friendship 
outside the traditional Masonic Lodge 
settings.

Lodge Novacastria brethren are very 
identifiable in their summer dress which 
is the usual masonic dress with a leather 
vest and a sew-on lodge patch which is 
encompassed by a bright red border, 

with a bright yellow square and compass 
held by the front end of a motorcycle.

You don’t have to ride or even have  
a motorcycle to be a part of this lodge, 
you only have to enjoy your masonry 
and being social. Recently the lodge 
celebrated its 12th Installation meeting 
since regaining their charter in the  
presence of the Grand Master, MW Bro 
Lesley Hicks. There were well over 200 
brethren, family and friends in attend-
ance to celebrate the Installation of Bro 
Joseph Balasabas at a gathering which 
showed that Freemasonry in the Hunter 
Valley and across our jurisdiction is 
most definitely alive and well.
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Have your say The Secretary
Freemason Editorial CommitteeThe United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACTPO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

The Secretary

Freemason Editorial Committee

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

PO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

The Secretary
Freemason Editorial Committee
The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT
PO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

A job well done!

 As installations continue around 
the jurisdiction, among those with 

work to do there is one person working 
hard in the background to ensure a suc-
cessful night.

The WM asks for the assistance of the 
Grand Director of Ceremonies at the 
beginning of the ceremony. In reality, his 
assistance started some weeks earlier 
when he made contact with the lodge 
Secretary and the Grand Master’s 
Representative, prepared an email brief 
for all Grand Lodge Officers attending, 
assisting with rehearsals, ensuring the 
lodge room is in order, the Installed 
Master’s certificate is there and signed.

He must also check any presentations are 
in their right place, that the Grand Lodge 
officers have an appropriate place to dress 
and the sign-on sheet is available along 
with the installation programs for Grand 
Lodge officers to sign. 

Then there is the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, assisting where necessary, 
running through the ritual in his head and 
trying to put a face to names on the notice 
paper for charges. Finally, it’s show time. 

One such brother who recently experienced 
his first assignment as the appointed Grand 
Director of Ceremonies was W Bro Simon 
Haddad who was initiated into Lodge Alpha 
970 in 2013, installed in the same lodge in 
2019, and joined the Grand Ceremonial 
Team in 2021 as a Grand Steward. His first 
successful assignment was on 20 August 
2022 at Lodge Axiom 1047.

When asked what prompted him to join 
the Grand Team, W Bro Haddad replied ‘I 
applied for steward to support our Grand 
Lodge, to serve the Craft and to continue 
the tradition of building meaningful and 
happy relationships with brethren within 
and without our jurisdiction.’

Some lodges recently have been having 
‘Open Days’ and I consider this to be 
beneficial and maybe Grand Lodge could 
consider a suitable associated ceremony 
with restrictions. I believe this would 
dispel some of the myths such as being  
a ‘religion’.

Freemasonry has a lot to offer and  
maybe this could be improved by such  
a demonstration.

Yours fraternally,

W Bro Bill Faulkner,  
Lodge Bulli Thirroul

Lodge Alpha congratulates W Bro Haddad 
on his first assignment as a Grand Director 
of Ceremonies and thanks him for his 
support of the Grand Ceremonial Team.

VW Bro Owen Sandry PDGIW GSTW
The Yass Lodge of Concord No 27

Thanks Bro Kim!

 I’d like to thank you for your most 
agreeable review of our book, 

which I have now read in the September 
issue of your magazine. It gives us pleas-
ure, that you enjoyed it so much.

One of your readers is now inquiring to 
buy a copy!

Once again – thank you!

Fraternally yours,

Jaap Sadilek
Jaap is co-author of the book ‘Bohemian 
Masonic Glass’ reviewed by Kim Nielsen in 
the September edition

A lot to offer!

 I have just finished reading the 
September issue and look forward 

to receiving my copy each quarter and 
finding gems of information.

Any articles that could be useful I place in 
a file so I could use them to suit occasions 
where for unforeseen circumstances, the 
scheduled work could not proceed.

I believe this  
would dispel some  

of the myths...
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Prostate Cancer By VW Bro Terry McCallum

A wake-up call

DISCLAIMER: While this article has been 
written with a combination of considerable 
research and some personal experience, the 
author is not medically qualified in this 
area. The reader must not therefore draw 
any conclusions or diagnoses from the 
content, and should always seek advice 
from a suitably qualified medical practi-
tioner rather than act on the information 
contained herein.

Since the article by RW Bro Neil Atkins (March 2021 issue) where he shared his own journey 
through prostate cancer, the disease has seen a very rapid rise in numbers acccording to a 
recent press release by the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia. Prostate Cancer now 
has the highest cancer diagnosis rate in Australia! This prompted me to learn more about 
this disease and methods of detection and treatment.

reduction of service in other areas. 
There’s a lovely old light-hearted song  
by the late Max Bygraves entitled Fings 
Ain’t Wot They Used T’Be. The song isn’t 
about prostate problems, but the title is 
remarkably relevant.

Enlargement of the prostate gland is 
not so bad in its own right. Being benign 
in nature it is generally not a cause for 
any great concern. But another condition 
that can be much more serious is of 
course prostate cancer.

Cancer anywhere is never good, but 
some cancers are more treatable than 
others, meaning that if detected and 
treated early the prognosis is usually 
favourable. Prostate cancer falls into 
that category.

What should we do?
Like most medical conditions – particu-
larly cancer – the sooner it is detected 
then the better the prognosis. So... GET 
TESTED REGULARLY! There are two 
main types of primary testing available, 
one being a little less comfortable than 
the other. One is a blood test (PSA) and 
the other involves a rubber glove (DRE).

The blood test: PSA 
(Prostate Specific Antigen)
This blood test is a more than reasona-
ble guide as to whether your body is 
reacting to the presence of prostate 
cancer. If the PSA shows an abnormal 
result, or if any signs/symptoms are 
present, you may be referred to a urolo-
gist, who may conduct a DRE. See Let’s 
Talk Numbers on the opposite page.

As we age we lose elasticity in oh so 
many places and things. The prostate has 
a tendency to swell a bit as it grows over 
time, therefore lessening the space avail-
able for urine to pass as it leaves the 
bladder. This results in reduced and/or 
intermittent flow, as well as an increas-
ing frequency in the need to pass water.

The condition is called Benign 
Prostatic Hyperplasia (BPH). According 
to the National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases, roughly 
fifty percent of men over the age of fifty 
have BPH. By the age of eighty, that 
figure rises to almost ninety percent.

This enlarging of the prostate is very 
common and there is routine surgery 
and medications that can remedy it by 
removing some of the obstructive mate-
rial. This procedure has become affec-
tionately referred to as ‘a re-bore’.

However, having removed some of the 
prostate, its function becomes propor-
tionally diminished. Yes – you’re pissing 
like a horse again, but not without some 

How often have you heard the 
term prostrate cancer (rhetor-
ical)? Let’s get the word right; 
‘prostrate’ means you’re lying 

flat on the ground and ‘prostate’ means... 
well, read on.

There could hardly be a better plat-
form to talk about prostate cancer than 
this magazine. And yet something so 
utterly male is not usually discussed 
until it affects you personally. Yes, I 
know – it’s a guy thing. We’re all invinci-
ble! That is until we find that we aren’t.

What is the prostate  
gland anyway?
It’s a circular organ (like a very small 
donut) that lives just underneath the 
bladder, surrounding the tube (urethra) 
that leads from the bladder to the ‘exit’. 
Its main job is to produce the fluid that 
feeds and transports our seminal fluid 
(semen). There’s also an associated 
muscular function that assists with the 
‘spurt’ factor.

Initially, receiving  
a cancer diagnosis 

can be tremendously 
traumatic 

psychologically...
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PSA is present in our blood at all 
times. The level of it can be elevated by 
the presence of prostate cancer, although 
there are other conditions that also can 
do this. It is therefore recommended that 
men get their PSA level regularly tested 
once they pass the age of fifty, or forty if 
there is a family history of prostate 
cancer. This is regardless of the presence 
or not of any signs or symptoms.

REMEMBER: A PSA test is a guide only.

There is no specific normal or abnor-
mal level of PSA in the blood. As a very 
general guide, a PSA level of 3.0 ng/mL 
and lower is generally considered 
normal. However, it has been found that 
some with lower levels have prostate 
cancer and many with higher than 4 
– even as high as 10 ng/mL – do not 
have prostate cancer. 

Other factors can also cause some-
one’s PSA level to vary. It can often 
increase with age, prostate gland size, as 
well as any inflammation or infection. 
Ejaculation or vigorous exercise during 
the days before the blood test can also 
increase PSA. If a prostate biopsy has 
been carried out, it will elevate the level 
of PSA for a while. Some of the drugs 
which are used to treat BPH will actually 
lower the level of PSA.

In general however, the higher a 
man’s PSA level, the more likely it is 

that he has prostate cancer. But that’s 
not the end of it. As mentioned above, 
with the PSA test being a guide only, 
further tests need to be done to confirm 
the situation.

The rubber glove test: DRE 
(Digital Rectal Examination)
This is where the doctor – suitably 
attired with PPE – uses a finger (theirs) 
to feel the prostate gland via the rectum 
(yours). The doctor feels for swelling 
and/or any other abnormalities. One 
factor in the patient’s comfort during this 
examination is governed by the physical 
attributes of the examining doctor – 
more specifically the size of his/her 
hands. This can determine whether it 
feels like the examination is being done 
using a pencil or a pickaxe handle.

When meeting your specialist for the 
first time, your initial handshake may 
determine how you wish to proceed.

Should any abnormality be found, the 
doctor may then recommend an MRI 
(magnetic resonance imaging) or a high 
resolution ultrasound. These methods 
can provide the doctor with an actual 
image of the prostate gland. But even this 
is not the final definitive test, and some-
times a prostate biopsy is performed, 
where tissue is taken from the prostate 
gland and examined.

Prostate cancer 
overtakes 
breast cancer as 
Australia’s most 
common cancer
Prostate cancer is now the most 
common cancer diagnosed in Australia, 
overtaking breast cancer as the coun-
try’s leading cause of cancer. 

Data just released by the Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare estimates 
24,217 Australian men will be diagnosed 
with prostate cancer this year, compared 
to 20,640 women diagnosed with breast 
cancer. 

The forecast is a 34 per cent increase 
on the previous year. Australia’s peak 
body for prostate cancer has described 
the news as a ‘wake-up call.’

Let’s talk numbers
The results of a blood test for PSA are 
usually given as nanograms per millilitre 
– shown as ng/mL. 

What does that mean? Well... 

1mL = 1/1000th of a litre; and

1 nanogram = not very much at all.

If a kilogram is like a bag of sugar, 
then a gram is 1/1000 of that. A milligram 
is a 1/1000th of that gram. A microgram 
is 1/1000th of that milligram, and a nano-
gram is 1/1000th of that.

This means there are 1,000,000,-
000,000 nanograms (a million million) in 
something like a bag of sugar. I’ve never 
counted the grains in a bag of sugar, but 
I’m not sure if there would be that many.

So the test for PSA in blood is looking 
for how many nanograms of PSA are 
present in 1/1000th of a litre. 

Pretty small numbers when you think 
about it.

Anatomy of the 
male urinary and 

reproductive 
systems, cutaway 

cross section

Prostate 
Gland
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Signs (what you see) and 
symptoms (what you feel)
Enlargement of the prostate (BPH) and 
prostate cancer can produce many similar 
signs and symptoms in its later stages, 
although often there are none in the 
earliest stage. Hence the need for regular 
testing. The most commonly experienced 
things are:

 R Increased or frequent urination.
 R Weak or interrupted urine flow or the 

need to strain to empty the bladder.
 R The urge to urinate frequently at night.
 R Blood in the urine or semen.
 R New onset of erectile dysfunction.
 R Pain or burning during urination 

(much less common).

Treatment
There are so many options for treat-
ment, and so many factors that may 
influence which treatment is best for 
you; your age, the aggressiveness of the 
cancer, the stage of the cancer, whether 
it has spread from the prostate, etc. 
Treatments include:

 R Radiation
 R Removal (prostatectomy)
 R Hormone therapy
 R Chemotherapy
 R Targeted drug therapy
 R Active surveillance

Your doctor will discuss the treat-
ment options with you and advise of any 
common side effects. A main concern  

can affect your feelings of self-worth and 
your relationships. If you have a partner, 
you may both want to attend a therapy 
session. You can both express your fears 
and concerns, learn coping strategies, 
and find new ways to develop intimacy 
during your recovery. 

Prostate cancer  
support groups
In addition to the above, there are hun-
dreds of prostate cancer support groups 
in communities all over Australia. They 
can give advice and guidance on the wide 
range of issues and questions inside the 
head of a prostate cancer patient. Find 
your nearest group and go along to one 
of their meetings. They’re open to men 
and women.

For more information, support,  
or to find your nearest prostate cancer 
support group, visit the Prostate  
Cancer Foundation of Australia’s 
website; pcfa.org.au.

Author’s Note: As a photographer I was once 
covering a presentation given by Wayne 
Swan (Treasurer in the Rudd Government). 
He was giving a series of talks on his 
experiences and recovery from prostate 
cancer. He recounted how he was once 
asked about the effect on his sex life, to 
which he replied ‘Well, you can’t have sex 
in a coffin!’ He told us that a voice came 
from the back of the room saying;

“I have!”

for many men is any potential effect on 
their sex life. As with everything else, 
this will depend on a number of factors. 
For instance, if hormone therapy is 
prescribed a common side effect is a 
reduction in your sex drive.

Many treatments can have you return-
ing to a normal sex life, but it may take up 
to 2 or 3 years for this to happen. It is not 
rare for erectile dysfunction to be a side 
effect, but even this has a number of treat-
ment options. Your doctor will advise you.

Dealing with the  
emotional impact
Initially, receiving a cancer diagnosis can 
be tremendously traumatic psychologi-
cally, and the possibility of side-effects 
will likely be one of your least concerns 
at such a time.

However doctors and mental health 
professionals with a great deal of of 
experience are there to help you. They 
understand how psychological issues  

Cancer anywhere  
is never good, but 
some cancers are 
more treatable  
than others...

Prostate Cancer

Eat well. Stay active. There – that’s it!

Eat well
Try and include in your diet:

 R at least five serves of fruits and veggies 
every day. Green, leafy, deep, rich colours.

 R whole-grain bread rather than white, as 
well as whole-grain pasta and cereals.

 R less red meat intake, including processed 
meats, such as bologna and hot dogs.

 R fish, skinless poultry. Beans, and eggs 
are always good as a protein source.

 R healthy fats: olive oil, nuts and 
avocados.

 R less saturated fats (dairy and animal 
products) and trans fats (fast foods 
and packaged foods).

 R less sugared drinks like sodas and 
many fruit juices.

 R less salt and sodium.

 R less canned, processed, and frozen 
foods.

Keep portion sizes under control. Eat 
slowly and stop eating when you are full.

Make confectionery an occasional 
treat, not a habit.

Stay active
Regular exercise is well known to reduce the 
risk of many medical conditions, prostate 
health being but one. Generally speaking, 
men who keep themselves physically active 
were significantly less likely to suffer from 
BPH. Even something as simple as walking 
regularly at a moderate pace will show 
results, but the more you do – the better  
it gets!

What you can do to improve and maintain prostate health

http://pcfa.org.au
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Going overseas

Visiting overseas lodges

The Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence in its June 
report said it had received a 
number of reports over the last 

twelve months of brethren contacting 
other Grand Lodges directly and has 
issued a reminder that masonic protocol 
dictates that contact should only be 
from one Grand Lodge to another. 

Deputy Grand Secretary RW Bro 
Chris Craven said if you wish to visit  
a lodge in another jurisdiction during 
your travels, it is best to make enquiries 
with the Secretariat in advance.  
Advice can be given as to the regular  
Grand Lodge to contact and visit and 

Visiting lodges in other countries is a great way to expand your masonic horizons and learn 
more about our other brethren and their traditions. Just remember the proper protocol to 
ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience! 

information for you as possible so that 
you will not be disappointed on arrival.

RW Bro Craven also said brethren 
should be aware that Freemasonry is not 
allowed or is unpopular in some coun-
tries and that outside signs of affiliation 
may cause problems. Look carefully at 
local conditions or customs.

arrangements can also be made with 
contacts of individual lodges.

Various styles of identification can  
be ascertained to make your trip more 
enjoyable. There is nothing quite as disap-
pointing as attending a meeting unan-
nounced and being refused entry. There 
has been too many instances of this hap-
pening due to insufficient identification.

Brethren also should be aware that 
Freemasonry can be quite different in 
other jurisdictions. Even meeting times, 
frequency and who can attend can vary 
widely. By contacting the Grand 
Secretariat we can get as much 

So before you go, be sure to write to:

The Secretariat 
The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT 
PO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

Or email: info@masons.org.au

https://www.acornstairlifts.com.au
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Helping kids’ choir

Masons help school choir 

The choir, consisting of 25 stu-
dents, has successfully applied 
to participate in the Festival of 
Choral Music held in October at 

the Sydney Opera House, ‘An achieve-
ment the choir students and school 
community are extremely proud and 
excited about,’ said Ms Annie Devine, 
Choir/Music/Library teacher at 
Cessnock East Public School.

A call for financial assistance to aid 
in the cost of participating was quickly 
answered by the community and 
Freemasons alike with a combined 
donation of $650 contributed to aid  
the students in their quest for choral 
success.

‘When we see our local young people 
striving for excellence, it makes it easy 
to support them in their endeavours,’ 
said W Bro Peter Pratt, the WM of Lodge 
Paxton. 

Freemasons from three Hunter lodges, Paxton, Cessnock and Weston-
Kurri Kurri, dug deep to answer the call to assist the Cessnock East 
Public School choir.

true as some students have never trav-
elled to Sydney, let alone seen, or been, 
inside the Opera House.’

‘They had a wonderful day, we’re 
amazed by skyscrapers, had lunch 
under the Opera House, saw the ferries 
in the Harbour, actually went on the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge and then sang  
in a sold-out Opera House. 

‘We had dinner looking over Circular 
Quay as well. All of the choir were 
exhausted but truly proud of themselves 
and we must say thanks to the Free-
masons for their support.’

The combined schools choir event  
is not a competition, with the schools 
singing as a combined choir with 700 
other students and accompanied by 
orchestras made up of students from 
around the state.

His sentiments were echoed by 
fellow WMs of Lodge Cessnock and 
Lodge Weston-Kurri Kurri; W Bro Kieron 
Allen and W Bro Terry Stothard agreed. 
‘Supporting the community we live in 
and share is at the core of what Free-
masons strive for in life,’ they said.

Ms Devine added, ‘The students 
worked extremely hard to learn the reper-
toire, starting literally from scratch as we 
have not had a choir for many years due 
to COVID-19 restrictions. Singing at the 
Opera House motivated our students to 
step outside their comfort zone; begin to 
sing again, feel confident in doing so, and 
then, after hard work, dedication and lots 
of fun, developed a beautiful choral sound 
singing in two-part harmony with pride!’

Cessnock East Principal Mrs Kristin 
Culley said, ‘For most of the choir 
members, to have performed at the 
Sydney Opera House was a dream come 

Cessnock East schoolchildren and staff
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On the level
Sharing your stories from around the jurisdiction

District 13 Masons on 9 August presented 
a cheque for $20,000 to the project 
known as First Steps Count which was 
under construction at Taree in the 
Manning Valley.

‘First Steps Count’, a long term project 
promoted by Rosemary Sinclair, will 
provide medical, education and social 
services to children and families in the 
district. The need arises because many 
families and children miss out on the 
normal schemes. Many young children ‘fall 
through the cracks’ as it were, and don’t 
receive the aid and guidance offered to 
many more lucky ones.

The building under construction is 
architecturally designed to reflect the 
latest environmental and material 

developments. It is expected to provide 
services for many First Nation infants and 
families. The builder and architect are to 
be congratulated on their use of natural 
and recycled materials, and for the 
modern design of the spaces.

The money comes from the group 
known as ‘District 44’ Charities and is 
representative of Lodges Greater Taree; 
Cowper; Gloucester and Forster Great 
Lakes United. Most comes through Shop 
44, an Op Shop at the Taree Masonic 
Centre operated by members of Lodge 
Taree and volunteer workers. The group has 
supported many needy causes over the 
years and is very proud to support this 
project. The $20,000 is to supply appli-
ances to two kitchen areas in the complex.

District 13

Masons assist First 
Steps new project

District 13 masons present a cheque for  
$20,000 to the First Steps Count project

Lodge Milton No 63

Milton 
supports 
hospital
Mrs Judy Bond, President of the Milton 
Ulladulla United Hospital Auxiliary, gave 
an impressive address to members of 
Lodge Milton at their August meeting.

She spoke of the work the Auxiliary 
performs to assist patients and staff  
and the Lodge voted unanimously to 
adopt the Auxiliary as their major charity. 
A cheque for $1,000 was presented to Mrs 
Bond from funds held and with the assis-
tance of Masonicare, further funds raised 
from Bunnings BBQs and other activities 
will follow every three months.

The Auxiliary hold meetings within the 
Milton Masonic Centre gratis as a further 
display of support.

Two experienced masons were pre-
sented with certificates during the July 
meeting.  

W Bro Allen Went, who received a 50 
Year Certificate, was initiated in Lodge 
King Solomon-Dulwich 251 (Victorian 
Constitution) in 1972, installed as WM in 
Lodge Arlington 182 (Victoria) and in 
Lodge Milton in 2019 and 2020.

W Bro Robert Selby, who received his 
40 Years Certificate, was initiated in Lodge 
Nepean No 29 in 1982 and was installed 
as WM in 1989. W Bro Selby was WM in 
Basin View Daylight Lodge 1015 in 2018 
and joined Lodge Milton the same year.
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It was a full and demanding week in 
September for the Grand Master, MW  
Bro Lesley Hicks which started when  
he attended the Installation of Lodge 
Peace at Uralla.

He then drove to Broken Hill to attend 
an amazing meeting at Silverton for Lodge 
Silver City where W Bro Ben Radford was 
installed as the Worshipful Master.

This was a very special occasion with 
the meeting held at the Silverton Masonic 
Centre, which is the smallest free-standing 
lodge room in Australia in a town which 
had a recorded total population of just  
49 people. The lodge room can only take  
a maximum of 50 people.

It was the first time that a Grand Master 
had attended an Installation in the Silverton 
Masonic centre in over 116 years and the 
first Installation held for 90 years.

The historic building was completed in 
1893 after the Lodge was formed around 
1888 as the town’s population grew.

There were more than 30 visitors in 
attendance from all over NSW and other 

States as well as the Grand Master of SA 
and NT, MW Bro David Booker and RW Bro 
Paul Schultz, the NSW and ACT Assistant 
Grand Master.

‘There was a big group which came 
from Sydney to support the Lodge and 
enjoy the Broken Hill hospitality,’ said MW 
Bro Hicks.

‘I have never been to Broken Hill but I 
have heard of the fascinating legend of 
Silverton which is unique and exciting. It 
was also an opportunity to spend time 
with the local community and enjoy 
Freemasonry away from the city. 

‘In these times with a heightened 
awareness of mental health, it is impor-
tant for us to be able to get together with 
friends once a month, share our stories 
and enjoy each other’s company.’

After the meeting, the Grand Master was 
invited to attend a double Second Degree 
at Broken Hill Masonic Centre conducted by 
Lodge Corrective Services who also visited 
Broken Hill the following weekend which 
completed a very busy week.

Lodge of Peace No 120, Lodge Silver City No 141 and Lodge Corrective Services No 1039

Silver City scores

The Grand Master speaks to a crowded supper room at Silverton

Lodge of Truth Braidwood No 26

Braidwood 
continues 
donations
With COVID restrictions now lifted,  
Lodge of Truth Braidwood, located in the 
Southern Tablelands of NSW, has been 
able to resume its annual fundraising 
wood raffle.

The funds raised are distributed 
amongst local groups and charities and 
recipients this year included Braidwood 
Scouts, Braidwood Life Centre, Braidwood 
and District Education Foundation and 
the Braidwood golf and bowls clubs.

‘More than $11,000 was given to assist 
local groups and charities’, said W Bro Paul 
Story, the WM of the Lodge.

W Bro Story also paid tribute to Lodge 
stalwart, RW Bro Phil Shoemark (PAGM) 
who ‘puts our wood raffle together each 
year almost single handedly and contin-
ues to work tirelessly for the Lodge and 
the community’.

L–R: RW Bro Phil Shoemark PAGM 
presenting a cheque to the Braidwood 
and District Education Foundation’s 
Andrew Callan and Mick Wall.
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Lodge Saratoga gathered to celebrate  
the initiation of their newest member,  
Bro Timothy Fawzy

Goldfields Lodge No 40

Help for 
palliative 
care
The important work carried out by pallia-
tive care volunteers in Parkes will be 
amplified thanks to a generous donation 
made by members of the Goldfields Lodge.

The Neighbourhood Central Palliative 
Care Volunteer Service in August received 
a $4,490 donation from the Goldfields 
Lodge raised from local fundraising and 
the Masonicare InterACTION Grants. 

‘We are very happy to be able to help 
the locals,’ said Lodge spokesman Eric 
Barrass. ‘That is what we are all about.’

Neighbourhood Central Executive 
Officer Dianne Scott said the Palliative 
Care Volunteer Service had been running 
for the past ten years and was a very 
valuable service for the community.

‘The competence of volunteers is 
extremely important. Training also aims to 
enhance access for volunteers to support 
palliative care patients and their carers 
and families in terms of physical, func-
tional, emotional, psychological, social 
and spiritual care in the end-of-life period,’ 
said Dianne.

Lodge Paxton No 608

Peter steps up at Paxton
Lodge Paxton had a double celebration in 
August when it elected Bro Peter Pratt as 
its new WM and recorded 95 years since 
the Freemasons Hall was built in the 
former mining village.

 W Bro Pratt, who was initiated in 1985, 
is a third generation Freemason with his 
father and grandfather being members  
of the fraternity as well as his brother and 

father-in-law. ‘I joined Freemasonry not 
only to continue my family’s involvement 
but because I saw it as a way to be part  
of a fraternity, to develop a network of 
friends and improve myself as a person,’ 
said W Bro Pratt who has occupied every 
role within the lodge. 

It was also announced that Lodge 
Paxton would donate $1,000 to the Grand 

Master’s Disaster Relief Fund bringing  
the total charity donations in the past  
12 months to more than $8,000.

The Grand Master, MW Bro Les Hicks,  
a member of Lodge Paxton thanked the 
Lodge for its donation which he said along 
with others would go a long way to helping 
flood affected communities of the Lismore, 
Hunter, Nepean and Hawkesbury regions.

Lodge Saratoga became home to its 
newest Freemason on the Central Coast 
when Brother Timothy Fawzy was initiat-
ed in the presence of members of District 
21 which included three EAFs.

‘It was a great evening, made even 
more special by our visitor from the UGLE, 
W Bro Tom Welch,’ said VW Bro Andrew 
Kfoury, DGIW for D21.

During his proposition of the toast to 
the NIB, VW Bro Kfoury highlighted the 
importance of demonstrating how rele-
vant the principles of Freemasonry are  
to the junior members of the Craft.

Lodge Saratoga No 937

Brand new member 
for Lodge Saratoga

‘In a community where all organisa-
tions are competing for members it is 
imperative that we provide the right mix 
of mentoring and engagement with all 
newly initiated brethren,’ he said. ‘Having 
the EAFs active in the Craft from the 
beginning of their journey will lay the 
foundation to becoming ‘lifers’ in our 
wonderful fraternity.’
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To have the honour to sit in lodge with your 
father or son is a privilege not all masons 
experience. To be Initiated by your father is 
an exceptional honour, even more special if 
your uncle is sitting on the dias as well.

Lodge Bland has a long tradition of 
father/son membership dating back to the 
Lodge’s first Degree work in 1919 when at a 
double Initiation, one of the candidates’ 
father was present. Since then there have 
been 84 fathers and 113 sons sit together 
in this historic lodge.

This tradition continued at Lodge 
Bland’s September meeting when Bro 
Matthew Linsdell was initiated by his 
father VW Bro Glenn Linsdell who occu-
pied the chair for this special occasion.

Mathew’s uncle W Bro Les Mouat 
visited from Lodge Gowrie 715. Other 
visitors included a splendid Fraternal from 
Lodge Federal United 193 led by their WM 
RW Bro Geoff Bunn, Lodge Wagga Wagga 
22, Lodge Cowra 33, The Goldfields Lodge 
40 and Lodge Canoblas Lewis 806.

The standard of the work for the 
evening was at the usually high standard 
expected and delivered by Lodge Bland 
and after the initiation a great meal was 
served in the south as usual.

Freemasonry is certainly alive and 
flourishing in regional NSW.

Lodge Bland No 337

Lodge Bland keeps  
it in the Family

L–R: W Bro Les Mouat, Bro. Matthew 
Linsdell and VW Bro Glenn Linsdell

Lodge Broughton No 131

Broughton 
at Berry
The members of Lodge Broughton bor-
rowed a marquee from Masonicare and 
erected it on the Showground to assist 
them to take part in the recent Berry 
Small Farm Day.

A table was set up with leaflets and 
magazines about Freemasonry and 
banners about the Lodge. The field day 
was a two day event with Friday mostly 
for locals and farmers but Saturday was 
very well attended from far and wide.

 Brethren wearing their Broughton 
Lodge polo shirts, engaged members of 
the public in discussions about 
Freemasonry and were met with keen 
interest. There were numerous enquiries 
about membership, many of them sur-
prisingly, from the ladies. It was a great 
day for public recognition of Freemasonry 
and MasoniCare. The RFBI Berry Masonic 
Village, which offers residential aged care 
is located only one block from the 
Showground.

Lodge Prince Leopold No 87

Luke joins 
Grafton
Brethren stepped forward to volunteer 
their assistance when Bro Luke Davis 
received his 3rd Degree in Lodge Prince 
Leopold in August at the Grafton Masonic 
Centre.

The Installing Master was W Bro Chris 
Godfrey and the ceremony was carried 
out with the expertise and assistance of 
various brethren from most of the lodges 
from District 12.

Bro Luke Davis showed that he will be a 
valuable member of Lodge Prince Leopold 
with hardly any prompts throughout the 
ceremony.
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Weston Masonic Centre Centenary

Weston is a winner
Strong winds and driving rain did not 
prevent local Freemasons from celebrat-
ing 100 years of operation at the Weston 
Masonic Centre on Saturday 3 September.

The ceremony of unveiling the com-
memorative plaque had been strategically 
moved indoors as the forecast deterio-
rated during the preceding day.

Special guest for the occasion was  
the Grand Master, MW Bro Les Hicks, 
Coalfields born and bred, who began his 
masonic career at Lodge Paxton.

Before unveiling the plaque, the Grand 
Master reflected on his youth in Abermain, 
Weston and Kurri Kurri, and his visits to 
the Weston Masonic Centre as a young 
mason. The celebration was a culmination 
of years of gradual refurbishment of the 
Centre, supported by several grant pro-
grams which were reflected by the pres-
ence of Meryl Swanson Federal MP for 
Paterson and Cllr Mitchell Hill representing 
the Mayor of Cessnock. Clayton Barr, State 
MP for Cessnock was unable to be present 
due to a clash with another centenary 
celebration in the electorate.

The Masonic Centre is a landmark for 
Weston township through its dramatic 
front wall mural, which is a part of a local 
economic and tourism project that has 

over 60 murals scattered across district 
communities.

‘All the remarks we received were  
positive about the way we had kept the 
Centre in such good condition,’ said the 
WM of Lodge Weston-Kurri Kurri RW Bro 
Terry Stothard who thanked the lodge 
members for their hard work in prepara-
tion for this significant anniversary.

Following proceedings at the Centre, 
guests transferred to the RFBI Kurri Kurri 
Masonic Village for a tree planting cere-
mony as part of the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Tree Planting project funded by 
the Australian Government.

Lodge Weston-Kurri Kurri and the 
Masonic Village had collaborated on a 
successful application to fund this project 
which was facilitated through the office of 
Meryl Swanson. The project was designed 
with the expert assistance of Weston resi-
dent Brian Bird, who explained to the 
assembled guests and village residents 
how the plantings would link into the 
extensive deciduous plantings by Cessnock 
Council and local landowners, providing a 
changing landscape through the seasons.

Meryl Swanson reflected on her experi-
ences as a child of gardeners, and her 
understanding of how the trees would 

enhance the landscape to the enjoyment 
of village residents and visitors.

The Grand Master complimented Lodge 
Weston-Kurri Kurri and the Masonic Village 
on their collaboration as an example of the 
way in which a small country lodge could 
make an impact on its local community.

As the Grand Master finished speaking, 
the rain squalls ceased for just sufficient 
time to permit the symbolic planting of 
three black birch trees to signify the 
occasion.

Returning inside, the final significant 
event of the celebrations was the presenta-
tion of a certificate recognising seventy 
years of membership in Freemasonry on 
the part of local identity W Bro George 
Burgess, who is now resident at the village.

‘George is a highly-respected member 
of the fraternity, whose good humour 
enlivened many a gathering,’ said RW Bro 
Stothard. ‘The look on George’s face was 
priceless. You could tell that he didn’t 
know about it and was overwhelmed by  
it all. He did appreciate it very much.’

At the conclusion of the formalities, 
special guests joined residents of the 
village in a catered lunch concluded by 
the cutting of a massive cake decorated 
in autumn colours to reflect the decidu-
ous tree plantings.

‘The Lodge deeply appreciates the 
collaboration with the Masonic Village, 
and we look forward to seeing this project 
flourish,’ said RW Bro Stothard. 

Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

Mayfield strikes  
a special double
It was a big occasion for Lodge Mayfield 
Daylight when they welcomed and initi-
ated Bro Bruce Karger in July and Bro 
Brett Hodgetts at the August meeting. 

These two brethren were the first new 
members since July 2006.

The Lodge has been supported over the 
years by affiliates returning to Masonry or 

older members preferring to attend lodge 
during the day rather than at night.

 Lodge Mayfield Daylight also had 
another big occasion when it held its 
Re-Installation in September when RW 
Bro Richard Pickering PDGM was installed 
by RW Bro Alan Owen PSGW. 

December  
quiz answers
From the quiz on page 15.

1 – Banjo Paterson. 2 – A land owner. 
3 – Sheep. 4 – Frank Forde (8 days).  
5 – Tasmania. 6 – Reverend John 
Flynn. 7 – Glenrowan. 8 – Kakadu  
in the Northern Territory. 9 – Eleven. 
10 – 1932. 11 – Des Renford.  
12 – Bordertown. 13 – La Boheme.  
14 – The Nutcracker. 15 – Silent 
Night. 16 – Norwegian spruce.  
17 – Good King Wenceslas.  
18 – White Christmas. 19 – 1843.  
20 – 12 Drummers drumming.
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Lodge Allan Stuart No 416

Celebrating a century
Lodge Allan Stuart has been a part of the 
Geurie Community for 100 years and this 
year marked the 100th anniversary of 
Freemasonry in Geurie.

To help celebrate this momentous 
occasion, Freemasons from around the 
state attended to join the festivities 
including delegations from the United 
Grand Lodge of NSW and ACT as well as 
the United Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Mark & Royal Arch Masons and our Mayor, 
Mathew Dickerson.

A short unveiling ceremony was held 
with a high tea afterwards, followed by a 
less formal celebration held at the Geurie 
Showground.

Charity is one of the core tenets of 
Freemasonry and, over the past 100 years, 
Lodge Allan Stuart has donated to and 
supported a number of charities, local 
businesses and organisations.

In 1921 a group of masons residing in 
the Geurie District met to discuss the 
establishment of a masonic lodge in 
Geurie. These men were principally 
members of Lodge Wellesley in Wellington 
and Lodge Macquarie in Dubbo. A driving 
reason for this was the distances required 
to travel to meetings, keeping in mind 
attendance meant travel by horse and 
sulky or, occasionally, by train.

On 11 December 1921, Lodge Allan Stuart 
was granted its charter and became the 
first of only two lodges to be named after 
Master Masons and AIF members who 
were killed in action in World War I. Our 
namesake, Brother Corporal Allan Stuart, 
was killed in the battle of Polygon Wood  
on 26 September 1917.

Since 1922 we have admitted 438 
members to the Lodge with members 
including shire presidents, bank clerks, 
railway employees, police officers, publi-
cans, farmers, store proprietors, ministers 
of religion, teachers, builders and black-
smiths, to name a few.

We’re always happy to talk to anyone 
interested in Freemasonry and it’s as easy 
as heading to our website at www.lodgeal-
lanstuart416.org.au to find out more about 
Lodge Allan Stuart and Freemasonry.

It was a special occasion at Lodge 
Queanbeyan St Andrew for long serving 
Chaplain Bro Steve Tizzard in August 
when a special delegation presented him 
with his 40 Year Jewel.

The group consisted of the Worshipful 
Master, W Bro Roger Piggott, the Caring 
Officer, RW Bro Errol Evans, Membership 
Officer/Secretary W Bro Howard Mackinder 
and Past Grand Master, MW Bro Derek 
Robson.

Bro Tizzard was initiated into Lodge 
Queanbeyan St Andrew on 20 April 1976, 
passed on 1 April 1977 and raised on  
12 August 1977. He is a great grandnephew 
of W Bro John Gale, a local identity and 
one of the initial members and a WM of 
Lodge St Andrew

Bro Tizzard has worked tirelessly over 
the years for the Lodge and along with his 
masonic work he has had a long and 
distinguished career in the Australian 
Defence Force for which he has been 
awarded the Order of Australia medal.

Some of the highlights of his career 
include duty as the CEO of Recreational 
Aviation Australia, Principal Flying 

Lodge Queanbeyan St Andrew No 56

Steve’s 40 year jewel 

Operations Inspector in Oman, Flying 
Operations Inspector for CASA Australia 
and has been involved in policy studies, 
legislation development, and has written 
two manuals in relation to aviation.

He has also had roles in Fiji, the UK, 
Papua New Guinea, Canberra and Point 
Cook as well as flying 972 missions as  
an operational pilot during the Vietnam 
conflict.

Bro Steve Tizzard receives his 40 Year 
jewel and certificate

Lodge Wyaldra No 238

Neville 
takes over
Lodge Wyaldra installed Bro Neville  
Pracy as its new Worshipful Master  
at its September meeting.

It was Neville’s first time in the chair 
and he was impressed by the ceremony 
but was very pleased to find out new 
points about Masonry.

The Lodge was short of members to 
perform the ceremony but the surround-
ing lodges came to its rescue and helped 
out, some at the very last minute easing 
the concerns of the organisers, especially 
the Secretary.

However, a great day was had by all and 
the gathering moved to the local RSL club 
for a well prepared and enjoyable dinner.

Special thanks were extended to the 
Grand Master’s representative, RW Bro Doug 
Grigg and the GDC W Bo Jano Toussounian 
PGStwd who did an excellent job of keeping 
us on the straight and narrow and to every-
one who attended for helping to make the 
Installation a great night.
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Lodge Resurgo dedicated their August 
meeting to a Service of Remembrance 
which was attended by a number of 
visitors from other lodges in the District

To hold a Service of Remembrance in 
August goes back 70 years and is dedicated 
to Lodge member W Bro Bill Pickering, who 
was very much involved in the RSL. He had 
increased his age so as to serve in WWI and 
went on to serve in WWII.

He suggested the Service should  
fall in August because World War I started 
on 28 July 1914 and Britain declared war 
on Germany on 3 August 1914. The sug-
gestion was adopted and it has prevailed 
ever since.

Over past years the ceremony has 
been ably overseen by the DC, RW Bro Rex 
Pollard and a small team of helpers. The 
DGIW, in his address, described the cere-
mony as ‘very emotional’ which was 
shared by all present and in particular 
those members who had lost loved  
ones during the war.

The receptacle hanging above the 
cenotaph contains poppy petals which 
slowly trickle down during the Lament.

Lodge Nowra Unity No 60

Keith’s big night

Lodge Nowra Unity had plenty of reasons 
to celebrate when W Bro Keith Beresford 
was presented with his Certificate and 
Jewel to celebrate 60 years in Masonry.

The WM, W Bro Mark Baker presented 
the Jewel and VW Bro Peter Conelius joined 
the ceremony by presenting the Certificate.

Keith was initiated in Lodge Far South 
Remembrance (Bega) in March 1962. Four 
years later he was installed as WM in 
Lodge Coeur de Lion at Moruya and over 

L–R: VW Bro Peter Conelius, W Bro 
Keith Beresford and W Bro Mark Baker

succeeding years affiliated with lodges in 
Coonabarabran, Cooma, Griffith, Nowra 
and Berry and was also a Foundation 
member of Lodge Nowra Unity.

He has also been awarded 50 Years 
Certificates in both the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite and the Mark  
and Royal Arch.
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Lodge Paxton No 608

Masons plant trees
Local lodge members led by VW Bro Ron 
Finley and the WM, W Bro Peter Pratt 
spent time in October planting seven 
mature Illawarra flame trees at 
Freemasons Park Cessnock.

 All told, the members of Lodge Paxton 
planted the trees as a part of the Queen’s 
green canopy to celebrate her platinum 
jubilee (one for each decade of her reign).

 Some might suggest the trees are  
also symbolic of the seven noble orders  

of architecture, the seven or more that 
make a lodge or even the seven liberal 
arts and sciences. 

 Unfortunately, they couldn’t get  
them in the ground before her passing  
but nevertheless, they will grow into  
beautiful shade trees for generations to 
come, offering an abundance of colour 
each year.

Freemasonry at work in our community.

Lodge Morisset No 441

Morisset 
installs 
Henry
It was an enjoyable night in September 
when Bro Henry Millington was installed 
for the coming year as the WM of Lodge 
Morisset.

The Installing Master was W Bro Daniel 
Bercli who carried out his duties in an 
excellent manner.

The Grand Master was represented  
by RW Bro Peter RobinsonPJGW, accom-
panied by a delegation of 18 Grand Lodge 
Officers under the direction of the GDC 
VW Bro John Khoury PDGIW as well as a 
large number of visiting brethren.

After a few words from the Grand 
Representative and the presentation of 
the WM’s Certificate and a Past Master’s 
Jewel to W Bro Bercli by the DGIW the 
lodge was closed and members joined  
the ladies for a most enjoyable evening  
in the South. 

L to R: RW Bro Peter Robinson, W Bro 
Henry Millington, W Bro Daniel Bercli

Planting trees in Cessnock
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Lodge Oberon No 355

Oberon 
goes pink
Every year Oberon Council stages a fund-
raiser known as Pink up Oberon to help 
the McGrath foundation to provide 
nurses for women with breast cancer.

This year the Council chose Lodge 
Oberon Masonic Centre as the venue for 
the wine and cheese event with guest 
speaker Sharmaine McDonald, a mother 
of five, who also happens to be a racing 
car driver with a pink car.

Jane McGrath was the late wife of 
Australian cricketing great Glenn McGrath 
and the co-founder of the McGrath 
Foundation. Her experience with breast 
cancer and the impact of her own breast 
care nurse set her commitment to ensure 
that every family experiencing breast 
cancer would have access to a breast care 
nurse no matter where they lived – for free.

 Jane passed away in 2008, having 
secured funding for 50 McGrath Breast 
Care Nurses and in January every year 
Jane McGrath Day is celebrated in her 
memory at the Sydney Pink Cricket Test. 

Raffle tickets were sold by local masons 
and other people in the main street of 
Oberon in mid-October and raised a solid 
total of $1,156 with more than 40 people in 
attendance when the winners were drawn 
at the Masonic Centre. 

Together with proceeds from a two day 
street raffle a total of about $1,800 will be 
forwarded to the McGrath Foundation.

Several of the members from team 
‘Central Coast Freemasons’ were on  
hand at the Blood Bank , or should we  
say on arm, to donate the finest red in 
the region. 

A first for Brothers FCF Bryan Sherwyn 
and MM Al Mountain who were accompa-
nied by seasoned veteran donors VW Bro 

Central Coast Freemasons

Quality over quantity
Andrew Kfoury DGIW D21 and W Bro Guy 
Thornycroft PM.

‘This is another great opportunity for the 
brethren to get together, do something very 
worthwhile for their community and then 
sit back and enjoy a snack and fellowship 
afterwards’ said V W Bro Andrew Kfoury 
DGIW D21.

Lodge Hurlstone Park United No 288

Being well prepared
Complaints were absent when members 
and visitors attended a well-prepared 
installation at Petersham for the Sept-
ember meeting of Lodge Hurlstone  
Park United.

RW Bro Antonio Maiorana PJGW repre-
sented the Grand Master when a very well 
organised and prepared W Bro Nicola Cricelli 
was installed as the new Worshipful Master.

It was an installation ceremony  
full of emotion and brotherhood with  
40 brethren in attendance.

At the installation banquet members 
were joined by 10 ladies and enjoyed the 
delicious antipasto, lasagna, eggplant, 
continental cake and coffee served in 
what was a most enjoyable occasion.

Selling raffle tickets for the Pink up 
Oberon fundraiser

Central Coast 
Freemasons 
came 
together to 
give blood



Initiates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Welcome to our new members
AFYOUNI, Rateb  . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

AL-SAAD, Raad . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Horizons 1032

ALAM, Tajveed . . . The Lodge of Tranquillity 42

ANTANIOS, Andrew . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Queen’s  
Lodge 229

APPIAH-THOMPSON, Christopher . . . . . Lodge  
St James 45

BETGUEN, Vico  . . . . . . . . . . . .The United Lodge  
of Sydney 11

BETTS, Jacob . Lodge Gowrie Of Canberra 715

BLUNDELL, Derek . . . . . . .Bundaleeah Daylight  
Lodge 992

BOTER, Bryan . . . . . . . .Lodge Wagga Wagga 22

BROWN, Christopher . . . . The Hills Lodge 1025

BUJAK, Stefan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Royal Empire  
Lodge 613

CABRERA, JR, Robert . . . . . Australian Lodge of 
Fidelity 101

CHAPMAN, Daniel. . . . . Lodge Wahroonga 674

CHAPMAN, Josiah  . . . . Lodge Wahroonga 674

COLEMAN, Anthony . . . . . . . . . Lodge Artarmon  
United 285

COSOLETO, Paolo . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019

DATAR, Pandurang . . . . . .Lodge Cessnock 252

De GUZMAN, Jason  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Lodge  
Federation 196

DUBALAN, Monn . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Toukley 933

EL DIRANI, Mohamad  . . . . Lodge Kilwinning 13

EL HOUSSEINI, Younes . . . Lodge Kilwinning 13

FAWZY, Timothy  . . . . . . . . Lodge Saratoga 937

FRENDIN, Toby . . . . . . Lodge Ballina United 112

GENODIALA, Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Lodge  
Federation 196

GORMAN, Jack . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  
St Andrew 56

GORMAN, James . . . . . . . Lodge Castlereagh 72

HANNA, Jack  . . . . .Lodge Lake Macquarie 243

HANSON, Stuart  . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

HEENEY, Stuart  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Cronulla 312

HODGETTS, Brett . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Mayfield  
Daylight 493

HOLMES, Cory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35

IBRAHIM, Ghadir . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

INTIA, Ivan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Toukley 933

JANIOSO, Abelardo . . . . . . . .Lodge Toukley 933

JONES, Graham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wallis Plains 4

JONES, Peter . . . . Lodge Artarmon United 285

KALA, MuraliKrishna . . . Lodge Kensington 270

KARGER, Bruce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Mayfield  
Daylight 493

KING, Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Wyong  
Tuggerah Lakes 247

KININJJEW, Brad . . . . . . Lodge Emu Plains 860

LABARES, Arnold . . . . . . . . . . .The United Lodge  
of Sydney 11

LIAROS, Jonathan . . . . . . . The Hills Lodge 1025
LINSDELL, Matthew . . . . . . . . .Lodge Bland 337
LOVRIC, Denis  . . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
MAC, Phillip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge St David  

and St John 180
McCALLUM, Jake  . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Canberra  

Unity 465
McGUINESS, Josh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Lake  

Macquarie 243
MEDINA, Erwin . . . . . . . . Lodge Merrylands 479
NNOLUM, Christian . . . . .Lodge Horizons 1032
NOVIS II, Francis . . . . . . .Lodge Jose Rizal 1045
PE, Jonathan . . . Australian Lodge of Fidelity 101
PEPITO, Joesan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sydney  

St George 269
PERUGINI, John . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Picton 258
PUTTEN, Jason  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Gowrie  

of Canberra 715

QUEBEC, Reynaldo . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sydney  
St George 269

RISTOSKI, Michael  . . . . . . . . .Lodge Picton 258
RUIZ, Wilfred . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Merrylands 479
SACHS, Lucas . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Horizons 1032
SALEH, Hassan  . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
SANTOS, Stephen . . . . . .Lodge Jose Rizal 1045
SAREM, Samer . . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
SAYRE, Philip. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Pacific 298
SERGEANT, Richard . . . .Lodge Enterprise 400
SHEEHAN, Charlie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Lake  

Macquarie 243
SINGH, Gurpreet . . . . . . . . . Lodge Oorana 1053
SOBOH, Ahmad . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
TEUMA, Jason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Weston- 

Kurri Kurri 253
WEYMOUTH, Lachlan . . . . . . . . . Lodge Ibis 361
WHITTING, Chris . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414
WRIGHT-FORD, Finnigan . . . . Lodge Cowra 33
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It was a long walk down memory lane  
for long serving navy man and mason  
RW Bro Alex Bedwell PAGM but he said it 
seemed like only yesterday despite being 
80 years since his time on HMAS Ballarat.

 ‘I know I was lucky because I was one 
of the fortunate people to survive the 
conflict,’ he said.

After finishing high school, he worked 
for a bank before making the life changing 
decision to follow the family tradition and 
applied to enlist at the age of I7. His first 
attempt was unsuccessful when he was 
declared medically unfit but this was 
overturned by a local doctor.

It was a memorable moment for Alex 
who could trace his family involvement 
with the navy to his three times great 
grandfather who joined the Royal Navy  
in December 1806 at the age of 15.

Alex was posted to HMAS Ballarat in 
May 1943 and stayed until February 1946.

‘I did seven months training in com-
munications, Morse code, wireless and 
flags. Avoiding mines was one of our 
bigger problems and one of the highlights 
came when we were still at sea when the 
news came that Japan had surrendered 
and the war was over,’ he said. 

Alex was born in 1925 and was Initiated 
into Lodge Barham, No 561, on 3 January, 
1944, whilst on leave from his navy  
commitments. He served the lodge  
as Worshipful Master during the 1950s  
and performed a term as District Grand 
Inspector of Workings. Alex is presently a 
resident at the (Whiddon Group) Ilumba 
Gardens Nursing Home, Kelso, in a wing 
named in his honour.

Alex remembers

On the level extra!
Sharing your stories from around the jurisdiction



CrosswordCAPTAIN NEMO WAS A MASON? R JENOLAN CAVES R RETHINKING SOLOMON v54 n2 June 2022

Humility – Kindness – Generosity

awayawayHistory washed

awareness
Dementia

YOUNG ACHIEVER AWARDS R WHO WAS SCOTT FELL? R KNIGHTLY ORDERS v54 n3 September 2022

Humility – Kindness – Generosity

Chivalric
orders of masonry

IMPROVING FITNESS R LAWS OF SUCCESSION R UGL RE-INSTALLATION v54 n4 December 2022

Humility – Kindness – Generosity

December 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13

14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

28 29

Across
1 Of spiritual guidance to farming and 

grazing pursuits (8)

5 & 10 Post graduate conferral for the 
Fellowcraft (6, 6)

9 Run with Miss Davis to a woman with 
dark brown hair (8)

10 See 5 across

12 1 of 5 and 10 of 20 and 25 go across (5)

13 Romantic time to engage in covert 
employment (9)

14 Some say ironic contempt is a form  
of wit (7)

15 Nuts go back for a knockout (4)

19 Individual thing found in the community (4)

20 & 25 Collection of 12, 24 and 26 (7, 5)

24 Another of 20 and 25 (5, 4)

25 See 20 across

26 Another of 20 and 25 (6)

27 Dialects peculiar to the Sallies (8)

28 Step sideways, say as head start 
becomes obvious (6)

29 Went out for example almost dressed (8)

Down
2 Obscure loss of decoration starts vying  

for old sailors’ disease (6)

3 Flea on other side of page (8)

4 Flower occurs dishevelled after fall (6, 6)

6 Uniformly we have some eleven lying 
characters (6)

7 See 9 down

8 Gin cocktail with tea for two comes  
up due to pair performing as one (8)

9 & 7 William Dexter has constitutional powers 
and responsibilities (4, 2, 6)

11 Responsibilities of the Minister for Home 
Affairs (12)

16 Partially undressed radical initially sits  
for these reasons (8)

17 Sounds to me that affectionate pooches 
like these spirits (8)

18 Formally admit I ate it in desperation (8)

21 Alternately, claim bees ruin a land of 
Ancient Spain and Portugal (6)

22 Make some parting shot elsewhere rather 
than in pubs (6)

23 Christmas psalms have reference to 
vipers (4)

K E Y S T O N E E V O L V E
E R E I E P

D I A C O N A L S C A M P I
R R U R U A O P
E N L I S T A M A R A N T H
W Y S B B A A

S E N I O R W A R D E N
S I A V A T E Y
T O N G U E O F G O O D
I T U E N F S

M O R A L L A W R E P O R T
U I U C M M L A
L E G E N D F I D E L I T Y
U U A S N A
S I E R R A E S O T E R I C

Thank You

If you wish to become a sponsor: 
Phone: 1800 806 930 or email 
freemason@apmgraphics.com.au

to all our sponsors who have helped 
make this edition possible:

Acorn Stairlifts 33

Bexley Manor Hall 11

George H Lilley Regalia 7

Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai  
Masonic Association

17

International Order of the  
Rainbow for Girls NSW & SA

8 & 21

Lodge Bland No 337 8

Lodge Highway No 837 5 & 8

Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493 8

Lodge Morning Star No 410 8

Order of the Eastern Star 21

Rembrandt 9

Royal Freemasons’ Benevolent  
Institution of NSW

47

Terry McCallum Photography 29

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish  
Rite for Scotland

8

The Law Offices of Dr Dion Accoto  47

The Whiddon Group 27

www.masons.org.au December 2022 45
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Service Certificates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Congratulations to our masons 

75
ROBSON, Thomas . . . . . . Lodge Hurlstone Park 

United 288

70
CASON, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Tomaree 878

CLEMENTS, Neville  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge United  
St Andrew Singleton 34

HOWARTH, Kelvin . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Canoblas  
Lewis 806

LENNON, John . . . . . . .Lodge Wagga Wagga 22

MACKINNON, Alexander . . . . . . . .Lodge Wagga  
Wagga 22

MUTER, William . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Resurgo 223

STONE, Ralph . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Central Coast  
Lodge 2001

THEODORE, Peter . . . . . . . Lodge Kirrawee 903

60
BALES, Kerry . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Warringah 83

CHAFFER, Raymond  . . . . . . . Lodge Blacktown  
Kildare 393

CHAPPELL, Alan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lodge of  
Transition 9999

DAVIDSON, Lionel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lodge of  
Transition 9999

GRESSWELL, Lindsay  . . . . . . .Australian Lodge  
of Fidelity 101

HOLLINGS, Ian  . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Tomaree 878

LENTON, Kenneth . . . . . . . Lodge Warringah 83

MOSTYN, Barrie  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906

NASH, Robert . . . Lodge Young Barrangong 20

PETERS, Donald  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906

POSTLETHWAITE, Robert  . . . . . . The Lodge of 
Transition 9999

SHADE, Leon  . . . . . . . Lodge United St Andrew 
Singleton 34

TAUBMAN, Alfred  . . . . . Lodge Kensington 270

TILLMAN, Charles  . . . . . . . .Lodge Tomaree 878

WOOD, Robert  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Silver City 141

50
BENSON, Barrie . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ulmarra 186

DUSTING, Mark  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge of Peace 120

EVERETT, Eric . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Burnside 729

GRELLMAN, Peter . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Bland 337

JOHN, Richard  . . . . . . . . Lodge Kensington 270

JONES, Ronald  . . . . . . . . . Lodge Warringah 83

KELLETT, Henry  . . . . . . . .Lodge Broughton 131

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

Photo by  
Alan Warren

LAW, Garry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Pacific 298
LILLY, Richard . . . Lodge Sir Joseph Banks 300
MOORE, Allan  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906
MOSTYN, Barrie  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906
PERRY, Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . Balmain Lodge 23
PETERSON, Barry  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Farrer 93
PRIESTLEY, Terence . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906
RENSHAW, Anthony  . . . . . . . .Lodge University  

of Sydney 544
ROBERTS, Carlylle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lodge of  

Transition 9999
ROBERTS, Kenneth . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Bland 337
SKINGSLEY, Brian . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge University  

of Sydney 544
THOMAS, David . . . . . . . Lodge Emu Plains 860
WALLWORK, Robert . . . . . .Lodge Burnside 729
WATT, John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Mayfield  

Daylight 493
WETTON, Derek . . . . . . . . . Lodge Macquarie 53
WILKINSON, Lyall . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Bland 337
YOUNIS, Albert  . . . . . Lodge John Williams 148
ZUKERMAN, Harley . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Harold  

Herman Unity 428

Comedy 
corner 
American comedienne Phyllis Diller 
was rarely short of a phrase. Here are 
some of her Phyllis Dillerisms:

Whatever you may look like, marry a 
man your own age. As your beauty 
fades, so will his eyesight!

The reason women didn’t play football 
was because eleven of them would 
never wear the same outfit in public!

A bachelor is a man who never made 
the same mistake once!

I want my children to have all the 
things I couldn’t afford. Then I want  
to move in with them!

We spend the first twelve months of 
our children’s lives teaching them to 
walk and talk and the next twelve years 
telling them to sit down and shut up!

What I don’t like about office 
Christmas parties is looking for a job 
the next day!

My photographs don’t do me justice 
– they just look like me!

You know you’re old if they’ve  
discontinued your blood type!

District 37

A big night
It was a big night for District 37 when it 
held a combined meeting at Kensington 
in August with every lodge represented.

Lodge Mark Owen was the host with 
RW Bro George Shenouda, PJGW as WM 
and RW Bro Stephen Green, PDGM repre-
senting the Grand Master.

The work for the evening had two candi-
dates, Bro Daniel Rod of Lodge Mark Owen 
and Bro Ryan Percy of Lodge Kingsford 
Smith to be passed to the Fellow Craft 
Degree. More than 60 members were in 
attendance to watch the work and they 
were also suitably entertained by the 
singing of RW Bro Alex Parker and music 
supplied by organist VW Bro Bob Hurndell.

On the 
level extra!



RFBI was established to support people in need and 
today we are proud to continue this legacy through 
our Benevolence Program.  

Over the last financial year, RFBI has provided over 
$810,000 in financial support and assistance to our local 
communities. We have also provided funding for 
important research and initiatives that help people enjoy a 
better quality of life.  

We are grateful to have received close to $150,000 
in donations and bequests and we thank each of our 
generous benefactors. 

If you would like to support our Benevolence Program and help us help 
others, making a donation or bequest is easy. Simply visit rfbi.com.au 
and complete the form online or call Ray Vickers, RFBI Ambassador on 
02 8031 3200.

Real People. Unreal Lawyers!

�        1300 999 099 Let my team and I assist 
you with all your legal needs.

SYDNEY | CAMDEN | WOLLONGONG | MELBOURNE

Professor Dion Accoto – Solicitor & Barrister 

Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards LegislationLAW GROUP



Grand  
Re-Installation 
Banquet 2022
Photography by Romy Nieto
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